FROM PASTOR GARY’S PEN . . . (

I have been thinking a lot about healing. A friend recounts her efforts to be healed from a chronic illness. I read stories of people who experience healing and declare it a miracle. I am invited to join Nancy at a healing service that her church is just starting. I was interested, but unable to attend. I feel I have been challenged to come to terms with this issue. I believe that we can be healed by faith, and in scripture; Jesus tells his disciples that they will do more than he did – including healing.


I know that I want to be a disciple who heals! But I have a rather particular way of thinking about how to be a healer. I was helped to gain perspective on this issue by Grace T. Lawrence who wrote about her personal experience of healing in, Women at the Well, Meditations on Healing and Wholeness  


Grace was evidently a very successful teenager. She played the piano, was a majorette, was president of student council and, according to many, had a “most beautiful head of hair.” Her only issue was that in these teenage years when looks were everything, she didn’t look good. She was born with a bilateral cleft lip and palate. Loving family and encouraging friends and relatives helped her to feel good about herself, but the mirror did not. She says that her only real choice was to accept herself, as others around her had accepted her.


Grace recounts being at a Billy Graham crusade, and having a “helper” lay hands on her and yell at God, “Heal her, Lord!” “Wait a minute,” Grace says, “I am healed.” The helper’s quick reply was, “No. God doesn’t want you to look like this.” We get a sense of the strength of this young lady when she responds to the helper, “O, yes! She does!” and walks away defiantly.


She reports that through the efforts of a number of fine doctors and some amazing medical procedures, that she is healed. She wears a prosthesis.


Grace talks about a different kind of wholeness and healing. She says that there is still a visible cleft, but the invisible wholeness wins, hands down. She has learned that the Great Physician brings wholeness that is deep and long lasting. It is the healing that comes from being “at home” in our skin and knowing that we are of worth not just because we are but because of who we are. It is healing and wholeness that comes and abides in knowing that we are God’s children, and “oh my” what a gift.


I want to be the kind of healer who can wrap his arms around another, and regardless of their appearance, share God’s love with them. I want to be the kind of healer who in every encounter protects and enhances a person’s dignity and worth and help them incorporate God’s love for them. I want to be the kind of healer who helps others know the Great Physician and therefore know the wholeness of a lasting nature.

God help me to be this kind of healer! Amen!
Pastor Gary

