VARTANANTZ COMMEMORATION
On February 3, 2005, in St. Mark’s Armenian Catholic Church, the Philadelphia Armenian community celebrated our Armenian “national hero,” Vartan Mamigonian, who died leading 66,000 soldiers against a Persian army of 220,000 in the battle of Avarayr on May 26, 451 AD. It is a familiar story, and if my arithmetic is correct, we have been commemorating that long (and literally) lost battle for 1554 years. Why did this pivotal conflict have so much significance for us? Even though we lost that particular battle, the Persians eventually allowed the tenacious Armenians to follow Christ. To the greater world, this was one of the first battles in history to defend Christianity. In an attempt to get color commentary from the opposing camp, I asked two Persian colleagues at work if they had heard of the Battle of Avarayr, but neither could recall anything of it. 
The eminent Dr. Dennis Papazian, who led the Armenian Studies Center for many years at the University of Michigan, presented the keynote speech to a standing room only crowd. As background, he recounted the development of the Armenian alphabet, which led to translating the Bible first, then spiritual texts and key works of western literature, and later to writing histories of the Armenian people. What followed was an in-depth survey of Yeghishe’s history of the event. The famous historian drew parallels between Armenian and Biblical history: the suicidal Battle of Avarayr was analogous to the faith choices made by the Maccabees, and the blood shed to save Armenian Christianity from subjugation to heathen fire-worshiping corresponded to Jesus’ sacrifice for our salvation. Dr. Papazian opined that Vartan’s advice for us today would be to remain united, cooperate and be strongly faithful to the one, true God.
When I compare my own faith to Vartan and his compatriots, I see that I fall sadly short. If there is much work to do, I may delay God’s tasks. When the weather is inclement, or the beach is warm or that wonderful bike ride beckons, or … I am tempted to stay in my warm, dry home or partake in sport rather than worship. 
Many thanks go to the outstanding speaker, the clergy and community, the organizing committee, and to our host church, which provided wonderful facilities, hospitality and a sumptuous dessert table after the presentation.  

- P. John Paulson
IN OTHER WORDS A SUPER SUNDAY


Super Bowl Sunday turned out to be a bummer for the Philadelphia Eagles. But thanks to the Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji, our esteemed former pastor, it was a super Sunday for our congregation.


The occasion was an uplifting morning and afternoon doubleheader in which Dr. Doghramji not only preached at worship but presided afterwards at a special book signing event.


Well-known to us as a gifted scholar and theologian, Dr. Doghramji’s sermon traced his personal faith journey from early academic skepticism to the solid Christ-centered belief he has so brilliantly communicated throughout his ministry. Reading from John 1:1-10, Dr. Doghramji transposed the text’s poetic obscurity into clear, comprehensible terms as the foundation of our Christian faith. In his unique fashion, each point of clarity was prefaced by his trademark phrase, “In other words.”

“In Other Words,” quite logically, was Dr. Doghramji’s sermon title. By no coincidence it is also the title of his recently published book. Following the worship service, we stepped from the sanctuary to the social hall for the second part of our doubleheader. Now armed with coffee and choreg, we happily queued up to purchase copies of In Other Words, which Dr. Doghramji graciously autographed and addressed to the proud owner.


For those not familiar with the book, In Other Words is not a narrative but a substantive selection of brief sermons, meditations and musings compiled during Dr. Doghramji’s recent ministry at the Armenian Evangelical Church of New York. Subjects span gospel stories, the teaching and parables of Christ, personal discipleship and church history – every entry laced with wisdom, humor, and entirely germane to our daily lives. The author has a rare gift for verbalizing common doubts and providing common sense answers.


Unlike a narrative, you don’t start on page one and work your way through. You pick and choose themes and subjects according to your immediate need or appetite. You are thus inspired and fortified to think and act as Christ would have us live – joyfully, lovingly.


Every family can benefit from a book of such value. Readers may obtain a personalized copy of In Other Words ($20 each) by contacting Dr. Peter Doghramji at 240 David Drive, Havertown, PA 19083 or via email: pdoghramji@aol.com.

-Charles DeMirjian
FOOD DRIVE

The Stewardship and Missions Committee is conducting a Food Drive during Lent. While many of us voluntarily give up something during Lent, let us be mindful that many families go without involuntarily.  Why not put a note on your weekly shopping list to remind you of this Food Drive.
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP

Senior fellowship meetings will resume commencing Wednesday, March 16, 2005. We will gather in Social Hall at 10:30 a.m. In keeping with the Lenten season, we will view a movie (provided by Jim Makoulian) entitled, Walking with Jesus, which contains beautiful scenery and music.   Lunch will consist of two hearty soups, your choice of sides, and dessert. We hope to begin the film promptly at 11 AM. Everyone is welcome!

A POEM OF THANKS TO AMCC

The following heartfelt message to our church was written and sent to AMCC by Tommy Williams, one of the co-founders of New Covenant Ministries: a ministry dedicated to delivering the Good News and serving all people in inner city Camden, a city with our country’s highest crime rate. Twice a week they visit the prison and different parts of Camden doing their street ministry.  They set up tables giving out clothes, food, furniture, Bibles, books for children, and most importantly "HOPE," as they spread the Good News.
At 8 a.m. on December 24th, 21 members and friends of AMCC joined Tommy, Jack Ryan, and their group in Cherry Hill. We formed a caravan and drove into Camden to distribute 200 refurbished bicycles (50 of which were contributed from our church members) and 500 new gifts to delighted children, as we expressed in word and deed the love of God.  Our Missions Committee and several individuals from our church have supported this ministry.

Tommy told me he had never written a poem before, but felt led by the Lord to write the following to us:

 TO THE CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA,

“Praise the Lord”

runs through my heart,

when the love of your church I see.

Christmas Eve was filled with joy

in a small part of Camden,

the will of God to be.

Children smiling and laughing,

walking hand in hand,

with my Brothers and Sisters with glee.

Parents saying “Thank You,”

with hope in their hearts,

today my children are being blessed by  Thee

I look down the street with poverty on every side, yet all I can see,

are the glowing faces of the laborers of God.

Oh, what a site to see.

Once again our Lord brings healing to the land,

and this we had a part to be.

So thanks again, so very much

for giving joy to a simple man like me.

As I am writing this, I received a phone call from Tommy, giving me the sad news that his dear friend, Jack Ryan, co-founder of New Covenant Ministries, died of a sudden heart attack at age 58.  Jack was such a tender-hearted, kind, teddy-bear of a man, so full of the love of the Lord and so eager to share his heart and his joy of knowing the Lord.  He will be missed by all who have had the privilege of knowing him.  We pray that our Lord will lift and comfort his wife Pat, his family, Tommy, and all who worked with our dear friend.  -Ruth Melian

DEACONS’ REPORT


The Deacons’ meeting was held on February 8, 2005. We did not have a quorum, so parts of our agenda were postponed until the March meeting.


The Congregational Open Forum was discussed and the Deacons felt it was very successful. We will be having another Forum on March 6, 2005, which is the first Sunday in March. We will be serving a light breakfast and will start the forum at 9:30 AM sharp. After the March Open Forum, the Deacons decided to have these meetings every other month. On the alternate first Sundays, we will meet in our small groups to further discuss our goals set forth at the October retreat.


We completed our Caring Connection lists and again would like to encourage the entire congregation to show their concern for our church family by sending cards and making calls to those who we miss at services and those who are ill. We completed our sign up sheet for communion servers. After this the meeting was adjourned. We are looking forward to seeing you in attendance at the March forum.  -Marian Buchakjian
FEEDING THE HOMELESS


The Stewardship and Missions Committee will be serving dinner to the homeless on Sunday, March 13, 2005. If you would like to donate money, prepare food or help to serve the homeless men sheltered at Old First Church, UCC, please call Diane DeMirjian at  610-565-1834.

CHURCH LIBRARY


A recent inventory of the church library collection found numerous books missing. These are circulating books removed from the shelf with the book cards intact. Reference books that do not circulate (exceptions by request) have also been removed from the shelves. The missing books are as follows:

Adult Collection:

Peck, M. Scott 
                 The Road Less Traveled


Graham, Ruth
          Prodigals and Those WhoLove Them

MacDonald, Jordan
                      The Life God Blesses

Muziani, Florence
                            Why Genocide?…
Mardsen, Philip
                       The Crossing Place
Novella, Adrian
                           The Armenians…
Jenco, Laurence
                          Bound to Forgive
Reference Books

Holy Bible

Ellison
                    Nelson’s Complete Concordance of the…
Sohayam
                    Concordance of the Holy Bible
Kouyoumdjian                     A Comprehensive Dictionary
Children’s and Young Adult

Sose

        Designed By God So I Must Be Special
Egermier
                                           Bible Storybook
Kennedy

           Prayers at Christmas Time
Portobret

                          He was One of Us

I’m very happy to see that our library is being used, despite all the handicaps, but let’s make the books available to everyone.


All books on our list should be returned to the table in the library and not the shelves, in order for us to check them in properly. Thank you!

-Grace Ohnigian
YOUTH MINISTRY

In the past few months, the students of our church have been participating in some new youth group activities. Crossroads, which meets at various homes on the first and third Tuesdays of each month, is a Bible study for high-school students (and middle schoolers who are serious about participating) who want to go deeper into the Word of God. Each meeting provides the opportunity to get to know each other better and to discuss passages from the Bible: currently we are reading the very challenging book of Romans. We have also been enjoying some wonderful fellowship time at our new monthly movie night. It has been a blessing for me to spend some extra time just hanging out with some of our students, and having them share their lives with me. I look forward to each event, and to seeing where God will lead us through our experiences together. Stay tuned for upcoming events, which will be included in the weekly church bulletins. If you have any questions or concerns regarding Youth Group activities, or if you would like to support the youth ministry by providing snacks for our Wednesday night meetings, please contact me by phone (267-968-0145) or e-mail (andrewhjoyce77@yahoo.com).  

- Andrew Joyce
SING HALLELUJAH!

On Easter Sunday, you are invited to sing with the choir in its annual performance of the “Hallelujah” chorus from Handel’s Messiah. Rehearsals take place on Thursday, March 24, after the Maundy Thursday service, and on Easter Sunday before worship. Please contact Mary Loiselle if you would like to participate. 

CONGRATULATIONS!
On February 5, 2005 a daughter, Sella Talar Babaian was born to Daniel and Nora Babaian. She is welcomed by sister and brother Nareen and David and proud grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Babaian of Pasadena, CA and Mr. & Mrs. Barour Avedisian of Broomall, PA. Congratulations to the entire family!
NOTE OF GRATITUDE

Thank you to all for your prayers, get well wishes, visits and gifts. You are a wonderful church family. Many thanks to Pastor Gary for his visits and support. Look forward to attending services very soon.    -John Bogosian

HONORING BADVELI CHOPOURIAN
Recently, the Rev. Dr. G. H. Chopourian has received honors from two sources. Early in January, the Stephen Philibosian Foundation sent $1000 to be added to our church’s newly-established children’s education fund in Rev. Chopourian’s honor.
Another kind of honor was extended by John Tejirian and his company, Craig Smith Printers. In honor of Badveli Chopourian, John developed a pamphlet that included the highlights of the history of our church. Charles DeMirjian was also asked to prepare his introductory remarks about the new fund for this pamphlet. Karen Bogosian supplied the photos of Rev. and Mrs. Chopourian taken on that day. The result was a polished labor of love, made available to all members of our congregation. 
Thank you Joyce Stein, Al Momjian and the Philibosian Foundation. And, thank you John Tejirian. 

THANKS TO ANNA MARIE BENLIAN
As the new year began, so also a new era for the Sunday School. For twenty-two years, Anna Marie Benlian has taught our children and for fourteen of those she supervised the administrative portion of the Sunday School. Anna Marie will tell you that her efforts were minimal, but the teachers know Anna Marie’s dedicated and thoughtful ways have made working with the Sunday School a delight. In addition to making certain that teachers have teaching materials, over the years Anna Marie (with the help of son, Andrew) has taken time to organize and restock each of the supply cabinets. Without Anna Marie, our curriculum books might not have arrived on time, nor the Sunday worship program appear in our rooms each week. She has kept close check on weekly attendance so that the correct pins and books be distributed on Children’s Sunday. Anna Marie has also handled all correspondence including those from the children of the AMAA Child Sponsorship Program. Perhaps Anna Marie has a point in thinking that she hasn’t done much, only because she knows that taking care of these details allows all the teachers to do what is important and what she has dedicated herself to do for our children—to offer each a solid, loving foundation to build a relationship with Christ.
Anna Marie, although we will miss your efforts as Superintendent as you return to school to fulfill a long-held dream, we are delighted that the children will continue to learn and bask in your presence on Sunday mornings.
HARD HATS OFF
On April 29, 2005, the Armenian Sisters Academy of Radnor, Pa., will unveil its newly expanded and renovated, state-of-the-art, 24,000-square-foot facility at a festive ‘Hard Hats Off’ celebration. Following a 7:00 cocktail reception, world-renowned educator and philanthropist Vartan Gregorian, business leader Wallace F. Forbes and MGM executive Janet Janjigian will join friends and family of the Academy in a special program (at 8:00) to celebrate this milestone in the school’s 38-year history. 
As it marks this great achievement, the Academy salutes all community servants who devote themselves to building academic and professional excellence on a foundation of ethnic pride and cultural spirit. The students of the fully accredited, Montessori-based institution are a living testament to the dedication of the Sisters, teachers, families and all the outstanding Armenian and non-Armenian leaders who support the school’s cause and hail the importance of perpetuating ancestral heritage. Prominent among these leaders are Vartan Gregorian (President of Carnegie Corporation of New York), Wallace F. Forbes (President of Forbes Investors Advisory Institute) and Janet Janjigian (MGM Executive and two-time Emmy Award winner), who have lived the American dream and largely credit their enormous success to respect for their ethnic identities.
The April 29, 2005 celebration will feature inspiring depictions of the lives of these three leaders and their acknowledgements of the value of academic, professional and cultural pursuits. Talented Academy students will also be showcased in song and dance, along with delicious Armenian food and musical interludes. Tickets are $75 for adults and $50 for students. Please call Rita Ohanyan at 610-647-2016 by April 20, 2005 to reserve your tickets. Tickets will NOT be sold at the door. To place an ad or obtain sponsorship information, call Silva Santerian at 610-358-5132 by April 1, 2005.

DEADLINE

for the  April NEWS BULLETIN

--March 15, 2005 --
WITH THANKS…

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks: 

In loving memory of Victoria & Khoren Ounjian


Paul, Jeffrey, Philip Sevag


George & Marilyn Ounjian (FL)

In loving memory of Florence Sevag


Paul, Jeffrey, Philip Sevag


George & Marilyn Ounjian (FL)

In loving memory of Lydia & Noury Ounjian


George & Marilyn Ounjian (FL)

In loving memory of Marion Sarian, Pusant & Esther Balukjian


Harry Balukjian

In loving memory of Virginia Reed


Ronald & Millicent Asadoorian


John & Marge Bogosian

Albert & Marjorie Chaney

Sarkis & Seda Kouzoujian

Edward & Joan Kurkian

David Melian

Steve Stepler & Susan Scarritt

To the Charles DeMirjian Music Fund


Susan DeMirjian

To the Chopourian Christian Education Fund


AMCC Adult Fellowship


Susan DeMirjian

To the church


Phyllis & Carmen Giacchino

To the News Bulletin


Harry Balukjian


Jacqueline Sahelian

To the Youth Group


Harry Balukjian

In honor of Karen Bogosian


Lynne Gulezian

In celebration of John & Marge Bogosian’s wedding anniversary


Jacqueline Sahelian

In celebration of Jim & Sona Makoulian’s 40th wedding anniversary


Mae Paulson

In celebration of Edward Kavjian’s birthday


Alex & Lee Alexanian


Edward & Carol Kaiserian

To the Tsunami Relief Effort


Daniel & Nora Babaian

June Balukjian

John & Marge Bogosian

Ed & Marian Buchakjian

Charles & Diane DeMirjian

John & Cindy Hamill

Judy Large

John & Ruth Melian

Barbara Moore


Grace Ohnigian


John & Debra Paulson


Paul Paulson

Haig Torigian
YOU ARE BLESSED

If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed than the million who won't survive the week.

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture or the pangs of starvation, you are ahead of 20 million people around the world.

If you attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death, you are more blessed than almost three billion people in the world. 

If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over your head and a place to sleep, you are richer than 75% of this world. 

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish someplace, you are among the top 8% of the world's wealthy.

If your parents are still married and alive, you are very rare, especially in the United States.

If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and are truly thankful, you are blessed because the majority can, but most do not.

If you can hold someone's hand, hug them or even touch them on the shoulder, you are blessed because you can offer God's healing touch.

If you can read this message, you are more blessed than over two billion people in the world that cannot read anything at all. 

You are blessed in so many ways you may never even know.

CHURCH FUNNIES


Terri asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their Bible stories. She was puzzled by Kyle’s picture, which showed four people on an airplane, so she asked him which story it was meant to represent. “The flight to Egypt,” said Kyle. “I see…And that must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus,” Ms. Terri said. “But who’s the fourth person?” “Oh, that’s Pontius – the Pilot.”

(
A little girl became restless as the preacher’s sermon dragged on and on. Finally, she leaned over to her mother and whispered, “Mommy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?”






