FROM PASTOR GARY’S PEN . . . (

I am indebted to Frederick Buechner’s writings in A Doubter’s Dictionary, if not for the exact words that follow, surely for the inspiration at the center of what follows.


When I was away in December preparing sermons for the Lenten season, I actually applied some solid hermeneutic work to the preaching process. What I mean is that I put more effort into understanding the text I was working with in its historical, cultural and Biblical context. As I was using the story of Jesus’ temptation, I saw clearly that the Biblical context was very important. Jesus is led into the wilderness for forty days right after he is baptized and his identity is affirmed by God: “This is my son, with whom I am well pleased.” It was in that light that I believe that Jesus’ time in the wilderness was more a time of testing than temptation. It was a time for him to be clear in his own heart about his identity as a “servant” instead of “king.” It was a time for him to claim who he was and was going to be as Savior and Lord.


Perhaps during the season of Lent, Christians are called to ask one way or another what it means to be themselves. 


If you had to bet everything you have on whether there is a God or whether there isn’t, which side would get your money and why?


When you look in the mirror, what do you see in it that you most like and what do you see in it that you most deplore?


If you had one last message to give to the twenty-five or so people most important to you, what would it be in twenty-five words or less?


If this were the last day of your life, what would you do with it?


Of all the things you have done in your life, which one would you most like to undo? Which is the one that makes you happiest to remember?


Is there any person in the world, or any cause if the circumstances called for it, you would be willing to die for?


As we try to answer these questions that Buechner raises, we gain a sense of both who we are and also what we are becoming. Of course there is a negative in that we discover also what we are failing to become. But Lent asks us to take a good hard look.


And remember that if it gets to be depressing and hard, at the beginning of it is sack cloth and ashes. But rejoice also, because at the end of it is this thing called Easter. Thanks be to God!
Pastor Gary

