MAY WE TALK HEART TO HEART?
John Devedjian, at an open meeting hosted by our church on July 14, 2004, quickly got to the heart of a serious subject. Thanks to the generosity of the Armen Ounjian Medical Fund, of which John is chair*, all five of our local Armenian churches are now equipped with a life-saving device known as the automated external defibrillator or AED.  

Our unit is already in place in the social hall in its own wall cabinet, next to the cloakroom door. The AED is ready for emergency use in the event of a sudden cardiac arrest during a church function. 

If you missed this meeting, don’t lose heart. Another special session is planned for early fall after Sunday worship to advise all members how the AED works. The exact date will be well publicized. 

For now, let me attempt some basic facts about the AED as presented on July 14 by Todd West, the manufacturer’s rep for our “LifePak” defibrillator. He began by describing the difference between a heart attack and cardiac arrest (fibrillation). In simple language, he portrayed a heart attack as a plumbing problem, and fibrillation as an electrical problem. 

So how do you know which is which? Well, the AED discerns the difference and an audible robotic voice tells you. If there’s a pulse, do not use the AED. (That situation calls for CPR—cardiopulmonary resuscitation.) If no pulse, the machine tells you to shock. Apropos of the “electrical problem” analogy, the AED delivers a strong electrical current to the heart. This shocks the heart to stop and instantly start a regular rhythmic heartbeat. 

The proviso is speed. Before you hook up the AED, you immediately phone 911 for reinforcement. Dr. Paul Doghramji, who was also present, emphasized the criticality of speed by stating that five minutes could be the difference between life and death. 

Rather than panic, any emergency calls for the relative calm that comes with knowing what to do. Fortunately, many of our church members are already qualified to use the AED. These include medical professionals such as Dr. Paul and RNs Pauline Karjian and Debra Paulson; educators such as Dr. Eileen Stephey, Jeannette Keshishian and Anna Marie Benlian; and flight attendants such as Carol Kaiserian. Even so, it behooves our youth and adults to learn how to use the AED. 

The AED is compact, not much larger than a child’s lunchbox. But its function is not child’s play. Be sure to attend the after-church meeting when announced in order to be prepared. We’ll have a meaningful heart-to-heart experience. 

Sincere thanks to our thoughtful Florence Devedjian for providing tasty refreshments, and to our super-handyman Rocky Caruso for installing the AED cabinet.                                    —Charles DeMirjian

 *In addition to John who represents our church, the other four members are: George Devletian, SS Sahag & Mesrob AAC; Harry Mirijanian, Holy Trinity AAC; George Terhanian, St. Gregory AAC; and Michael Scutti, St. Mark’s ACC.

60TH ANNIVERSARY


On Sunday August 8, 2004, during a pleasantly informal celebration of Dr. Eugene Grau’s landmark achievement, Charles DeMirjian offered the following tribute on behalf of our congregation:


“When Dr. Nuyujukian completed his tenure as our pastor in June 1988, our search committee arranged for supply preachers on a week-to-week basis. By the spring of 1989, this not only became a chore, we lost pastoral continuity during the week.


“Then, through the good offices of Dr. Peter Doghramji, who was the UCC Conference Minister at that time, a hero came riding to our rescue as our interim pastor. No, he wasn’t wearing a white hat but he did have white hair. His name – Dr. Eugene Grau.

“Eugene and his gracious wife, Dorothy, came to us on April 9, 1989. They served faithfully for the next fifteen months until August 1990, when Rev. Jirair Sogomian began his tenure of eleven years.


“Four characteristics defined Dr. Grau then and now:  a genuinely joyful presence; a love of God and his son Jesus Christ; an uncanny gift for preaching a cogent and inspiring sermon without a written text; a love of singing.

“Dr. Grau recently celebrated the 60th anniversary of his ordination. A special observation took place at the Emmanuel United Church of Christ in Bridesburg. Cindy and John Hamill, Joan and Set Momjian and Ginnie Reed represented our church. Today we will have the joy of celebrating together following worship. Eugene and Dorothy, thank you for your loving ministry in Christ’s service. May God bless you – and keep you in good voice!”

Following these remarks, Set Momjian presented Dr. and Mrs. Grau with a special surprise – a handsomely mounted congratulatory letter from the President of the United States, George W. Bush. Marian Buchakjian, our very capable and gracious Moderator, hosted the coffee hour featuring a colorful, delicious cake inscribed to Dr. and Mrs. Grau. Despite the midsummer vacation season, a good-sized congregation of about 75 worshippers was on hand to applaud the Graus and to wish them well.

                                                     - Charles DeMirjian

STUDENT STANDOUTS

This past spring Penn State University hosted the “Sweet Sixteens” of women’s collegiate rugby. The sixteen best college teams in the US competed for a spot in the final 4’s. It was a weekend of great rugby and a lot of fans and parents showed up for support. For the eleventh time Penn State placed in the final 4’s. Ironically, all teams were from the east coast this year and the championship games were held at Stanford Univ. in CA (April 30 to May 1). Many PSU parents flew in for the games including the Benlians. Even my Aunt Mary from LA, who never saw a rugby game, came to see me play. She became a very vocal PSU cheerleader! 

The first day PSU played our nemesis Navy. Navy is a bigger, faster and more athletic squad but PSU plays deep and tough. My Aunt Mary was so concerned when she saw the “big” Navy girls warm up. How can PSU hope to live, let alone beat this team? By the end of the first half Navy was ahead 8-0. How discouraging. However PSU was just warming up! We came back and beat Navy 20-8. 

The next day we played the winner of the U of VA (10) and Princeton (13) game. We beat Princeton 24-8 for the Division I Championship! It was the third time PSU won the Division I Championship, once in 1997 and once in 2000. What an honor it was to be a part of this victory and to have family members there to share it with. That night a huge celebration dinner was held at a local restaurant. It was also my 20th birthday; it was a birthday I’ll never forget. 


In June I traveled to Blaine, MN, for try-outs for the Under-23 U.S. National Rugby Team. Even though I broke my right ring finger and had to be casted, I made that round of try-outs. I look forward to playing rugby for Penn State again this year and hopefully for the National Team. Rugby is a wonderful sport. I have traveled so many places and have met so many interesting people. I also appreciate my church family’s interest in my rugby endeavors.                                                 —Amber Benlian  

2004 MISSION PROJECT
On Sunday, July 25, 2004 after team members were commissioned during worship, the long-anticipated home mission project got underway. In previous years, the AMAA and AEUNA sponsored projects in Armenia and Karabagh; this year a mission work team arrived in Providence, Rhode Island to upgrade the pastor’s home. A plan had been formulated and implemented by Vahak Hanessian (Armenian Presby. Church, Paramus, NJ) and Vicken Keshishian (of our church) to repair the Manjelikian’s century-old home, while Badveli Hagop continues to convalesce from last November’s serious stroke.

The work project lasted one week with participants, young and old, from Philadelphia, Paramus, Toronto, Providence, and even Beirut! In the space of seven days the twenty or so participants tore down the old, collapsing porch and built a safer one; replaced thirty old windows with new, energy-saving ones; fixed some sagging bay windows; and tackled odds and ends of other tasks around the property. They were graciously hosted and fed all week by the families of the church.

On Sunday, August 1, 2004 the Armenian Euphrates Evangelical church members took the opportunity during worship to thank the participants. In turn, the project members thanked Rev. Hagop and Kohar Manjelikian, the Rev. Peter John, Carlos and Nancy Taraktzian, Robert and Gloria Messerlian and Leon Manoukian for supervising the preliminary work so that the week’s efforts would be fruitful. Aside from Vicken Keshishian, members of the team from Phila. included Pastor Gary, the amazing ‘window men’ Pete Stephenson and Ed Kaiserian, Damon Fereshetian, Orla Reese, Rev. Nishan and Sevag Bakalian.


Sincere thanks to those who helped this project by offering both monetary gifts and prayers for its safe completion. Amazingly, the intended work came in under budget thus providing an opportunity for an additional, needed repair. Donations are still being received. Most importantly, the Manjelikians and our brothers and sisters in the Armenian Euphrates Evangelical Church know that their sister churches hold them close not only in prayer but also in practical ways.

OLD BICYCLES


If you are willing to part with a used or old bicycle, please contact the church office (610-446- 3330).  All the bicycles that are donated will be repaired and refurbished, then distributed to needy children at Christmas.


KRIKORIAN  UPDATE
On Thursday, August 18th, the Missions Committee sponsored a gathering in our social hall so that we could “visit” with our own missionaries, Serge and Marge Krikorian.   Many long-time friends came to spend the evening enjoying their company and learning of their newest endeavors.  

Diane DeMirjian, Missions Chairperson, introduced the couple and reminisced with Serge about growing up together. He reminded us that it was our church who commissioned them as they went off to Colombia and served in Loma Linda for a total of twenty-four years: Marge in Intercultural Relations and Serge in the print shop.    

When the political situation in Colombia worsened, they returned to the U.S. and were retrained in ‘vernacular media’.    At this time, Avant Ministries contacted Wycliffe Bible Translators requesting help in their evangelical ministry in Bolivia. As Serge and Marge, equipped with their new skills, were perfect for this ministry, they were sent ‘on loan’ to Avant Ministries in Santa Cruz, Bolivia.   They live, work, and travel the region to help those believers who are trying to reach their people in their own language and learning styles.   They have improved radio programming as well.   They started by restoring, editing, and retaping old reel-to-reel tapes and transferring them into CD's, DVD's, filmstrips, and videotapes.  

Marge read Romans 10:14-17 for us to contemplate as we viewed the video presentation they prepared. We saw aspects of their ministry throughout various regions of Bolivia, the homes there, the local people, their fellow workers and children’s classes.  

Bolivia has a rich culture.  The Krikorians’ work, however, is with the 55% majority—the indigenous Indian population, and especially the Chiquitano people who learn better through seeing and hearing than reading.    Marge and Serge facilitate the work of the pastors and lay leaders who spread the word of God by supplying them with the media tools they need in order to reach the through the ‘language of the heart’—the dialect of the people—as well as through music, drama and story-telling.  

Since there is no electricity in rural areas, solar and/or battery powered radios and wind-up tape recorders are used.   Media materials used in broadcasting are bi-lingual:  in Spanish and also in various Indian dialects. To date, Serge and Marge have worked with local preachers to prepare forty fifteen-minute Bible lessons in the Chiquitano language for use in radio programming; the goal is one hundred lessons!  

After the enlightening presentation, Serge and Marge answered questions. They also updated us on their children.   Sam is living in Charlotte, NC and works to improve ethical violations in the workplace. Karen and Matt and baby Madelin are living in Seattle, WA.  Kathy with new husband, John, and 8-year-old Annika are also living in Seattle.  

Serge shared that he can now relate better to his heritage as he realized that the Armenians had no written language until becoming Christians and feeling the need to translate the Bible into their own language.  

He drew chuckles telling us that he and Marge “are not retired, just retreaded.” They enjoy their media work knowing how many people are benefiting by hearing the word of God.   For this reason they plan to continue their work in Bolivia for a few more years.    Their presentation was prepared “with appreciation to those who pray for us and support our work.” Refreshments and time for fellowship followed.

FALL OUTERWEAR DRIVE

During September, the Missions Committee is conducting a special clothing drive. We are accepting new or clean (and in good condition): sweaters, jackets, coats, pants, boots, hats, gloves and scarves for ALL ages. These donations will be given to the Life Center of Eastern Delaware County. We appreciate your help!
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET

 
This year the Editorial Committee plans to print an Advent Devotional book as a gift to each member or family of our congregation. The book is designed for use each day during Advent.

    In order that it be really personal, we would like participation from as many of our members (of ALL ages) in this endeavor.

Watch your mail for a letter explaining more.

CONGRATULATIONS!

(  Pastor Gary and Pastor Nancy are the proud grandparents of Melanie Nicole Bowman born on August 7, 2004, to Aaron and Erin Bowman.

*   Mihran Bakalian and Nao Chuma were married in our sanctuary on August 7, 2004. The Rev. Peter Doghramji officiated. Congratulations to the Bakalian and Chuma families!

VICTORIA KOSHOIAN

Victoria Koshoian, after a year of feeling poorly, died on July 28, 2004. She was born in Erie, PA on June 3, 1924, the eldest of five sisters of Sadie (Siranoush) and Nishan Koshoian; her father worked for General Electric in their foundry.

Vicky’s mother determined that Vicky would stay at home rather than be institutionalized. She learned to speak Armenian and English, but reading and writing was more difficult for her. For two years after her mother died, Vicky lived with her sister Virginia (Verkin) Ohanian in Philadelphia and Detroit.  

When Virginia died, the family enrolled Vicky in the Elwyn program. Through over a twenty-five year association with Elwyn, Vicky learned so many things that she was eligible to enjoy a measure of independence. She lived in apartments with roommates in Lansdowne, Media and Glen Riddle. Nearly every Sunday over the past ten years or so, she arranged her own transportation in order to attend church services and luncheons. During her recent hospitalizations, her friends from Elwyn visited her for many hours each day so that she would not feel lonely. 

Vicky’s friends and caretakers from Elwyn joined her family and church friends at her funeral. Many spoke eloquently and touchingly about Vicky’s caring spirit and thoughtful ways, pausing to weep as well as smile at the things that made Vicky special.  

Vicky is survived by three of her sisters and their families: Dorothy (Angel) Melikian of Villanova, Anna (Lariza) Tosoian of Detroit, MI and Rose (Vartouhie) Sorakian of CA. Donations in lieu of flowers were requested to be sent to the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church. To date we have received donations from the following:

    
 Annabelle Alexanian

 Mamas  & Clara Alexanian

Elizabeth Boyajian

Vahan & Florence Boyajian

Edward & Marian Buchakjian

Leon Buchakjian

Dawn Chakmaklian

Alice DeRose

John & Florence Devedjian

Joan Eretzian

Howard B. & Rose Garabedian

Alice & Michael Gortian

Edward & MaryAnne Hall

Joan & Edward Hoplamazian

Rose Karakashian

Richard Kazigian

Vicken & Jeannette Keshishian

Joseph & Julie Kulp

Albert & Rose Louisinian

George & Mary Mashlakjian

John & Ruth Melian

Ashod & Dorothy Melikian

Richard Melikian

Rose & Melanie Minassian

Richard & Gay Mukalian

F. James Mukhalian

George & Margaret Nazarethian

Deborah Panichi

Mary Parnagian

Robert & Mary Sarkisian

Elizabeth Seraydarian

Albert & Zarmine Soltanian

George & Jean Terhanian

John Terzian

Haig Torigian

Berj & Mary Yeretzian
WITH THANKS…

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks: 

In loving memory of Florence Sevag


Helen Sevag

In loving memory of Marian Kalenian


Clarence & Mark Kalenian

For the July Missions Trip


Anonymous


International Refrigeration


Ed & Carol Kaiserian

Sara Kaiserian

John & Ruth Melian

Rev. Harry & Arousiag Missirlian


John & Debra Paulson


Rev. Jirair & Lorraine Sogomian

Virginia Tourigian

For the July 4th Picnic


Ed & Carol Kaiserian


Clarence Kalenian


David & Maureen Kavjian



Harry & Eileen Stephey


Vraim Funeral Home

In celebration of John Devedjian’s 70th birthday


Edward & Marian Buchakjian


Charles & Diane DeMirjian


Howard B.  & Rose Garabedian


Dr. Edward & Grace Kavjian


Edward & Joan Kurkian


Ashod & Dorothy Melikian


Samuel & Margo Silk


Jack & Lucille Tashjian


Berj & Mary Yeretzian
In celebration of the birth of Melanie Bowman


Charles & Diane DeMirjian

Charles DeMirjian Music Fund


Anonymous


Peter & Patricia Grunwald

Araxie Hagopian


Paul Paulson


Jonathan & Dorothy Rodman


Gloria Sussman & Family

F.Y.I.


The Editorial Committee would like to inform you about several things regarding the monthly News Bulletin. To sponsor an issue of the the News Bulletin you can contact the church office (610-446-3330) or Lucille Tashjian (610-793-2548). Sponsorship may be in memory or honor of a loved one(s), in celebration of an occasion or in thankfulness for your blessings. The contribution of $100 is used to offset the cost of the issue. 

     
 To submit an article, note that each writing is limited to one-half of a column, and is subject to editing and available space in that particular issue.     Articles can be placed in the church office in a box marked “News Bulletin articles” or emailed to amcchavpa@yahoo.com Please comply with the deadline of the 15th of each month.

(
Dear Caring and Supportive Member! 

This is an AMCC alert: the AEYF youth are coming…in droves (100+), and your youth group needs your help as house hosts. From Friday, October 8 through Sunday, October 10, we will be hosting the AEYF annual fall convention at our church. As many as 120 youth will be in attendance! And they need a place to rest their weary heads the nights of Friday and Saturday. NOTE: We will need at least 25 host homes (at 4 per home = 100 guests).

 As house hosts, you are requested to provide: 

#1 A place to sleep - beds, sofas and floors  (need not be plush, remember we are kids! )

#2 Linens - towels, pillows, sheets, sleeping bags, if you have them (we are asking AEYF’ers to bring their own) 
#3 Breakfast - Saturday and Sunday morning 

#4 Transportation [NOTE: do not be discouraged if you are not able to provide transportation, we will make arrangements; we still need you to host.]
- pick up guests from AMCC around 11:00 pm, Friday 

- return guests to AMCC Saturday, 9:30 am

- pick up guests from AMCC around 11:00 pm, Saturday 

- return guests to AMCC Sunday, 10:30 am 

If you are willing to host, please complete the form below and return it to Andrew Joyce, Mike Kaiserian, Jenika DeMirjian, Julia Paulson. You may also fax it to the church, (610-446-3963). For additional information, check out our website: www.amucc.com 

If you would like to send a contribution to support this event, please send a check to the church office, designated to the AEYF Youth Conference.

Thank you for your loving and caring support!

The Convention Committee

Andrew Joyce, Mike Kaiserian, Jenika DeMirjian and Julia Paulson 


DEADLINE 


 for the October NEWS BULLETIN


--September 15, 2004 --





2004 AEYF Fall Convention 


House Host Form





Please complete this form and return to Andrew Joyce, Mike Kaiserian, Jenika DeMirjian or Julia Paulson.





YES!                                                                would like to host AEYF guests.





#1 Capacity – We can comfortably accommodate                                          guests


If you are in a crunch, we can accommodate a total of                                   guests





#2 Transportation – Yes          we can provide transportation as outlined


                   No we cannot provide transportation


                    We can provide some transportation per the following                                                                        


                                                                                                                                                                           


 


#3 Questions & Concerns

















#4 Contact Information


Name





Email





Home Phone #





Mobile Phone #











2004 AEYF Fall Convention 


House Host Form


October 8-10, 2004





Please complete this form and return to Andrew Joyce, Mike Kaiserian, Jenika DeMirjian or Julia Paulson by September 26, 2004.





YES!                                                                would like to host AEYF guests.





#1 Capacity – We can comfortably accommodate                                               _________________________guests      


                                                             


If you are in a crunch, we can accommodate a total of                                   guests








#2 Transportation – 


__________Yes we can provide transportation as outlined


                   No we cannot provide transportation


                    We can provide some transportation per the following                                                                        


                                                                                                                                                                           


 





#3 Questions & Concerns














#4 Our Contact Information


Name








Email








Home Phone #








Mobile Phone #














