FROM PASTOR GARY’S PEN . . . (

Let me ask what kind of person you are; glass half full or half empty, initially positive or initially negative, can do or can’t do? Do you proclaim ideas, programs and events dead in the water before any of them are implemented? Or do you believe that things could work if given a good try? Are you more apt to say, “we have never done it this way before,” or “that could work, let’s give it a try?” Are you surprised when your church does a new and exciting thing and it actually works? Do you gloat when something is tried and fails and you have to bite your tongue to keep from saying, “I told you so?”


I confess that I live both responses at different times and both at the same time. (It could be time for me to seek professional help.) I have heard ideas and proposals offered by church people and I just say; “you’re kidding, right?” I respond to other suggestions and plans usually by saying, “that could work.” Which of course means I really don’t believe it will. Now and again I hear something that simply excites and energizes me and I am convinced that if we work hard at it we can make it happen. I confess that most of the time I look to the negative first instead of the possible.


I am making a personal faith statement! Luke 18:27 says, “He replied, What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.” Even though this text is wrenched from its context in the Gospel of Luke it still holds a truth as it stands alone – whatever we can’t conceive, see, picture or believe could ever happen is possible in God. I have come to learn over the years that I have reduced the Almighty to something less than the Almighty. I am not alone in needing to be convinced sometimes that in God all things are possible. I have to be reminded that what I can’t see, God can, and what I can’t do, God can. Do you believe that? Do you really believe that? Do you and I live as if we really believe that?


The context of the verse cited above is important. The rich young ruler asks Jesus how he can inherit eternal life. Jesus says, sell what you have and give to the poor. The rich young ruler walks away shaking his head, sad, “for he was very rich.” Then Jesus makes this truly astounding statement, “it is easier for a camel to get through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” Those who heard this asked, “Then who can be saved?” It is now that Jesus says, “What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.” Luke 18:18-27


This is not a text about stewardship. The rich young ruler was confronted by Jesus to surrender what was truly at the center of his heart and what got in the way of fully giving himself to the kingdom of God. The lesson for me is that I am called to be fully faithful, trusting God’s promises and entering God’s kingdom without reservation and without holding back. I believe that even as I struggle toward, but never fully attain that faithful place, God, this Unlimited, Almighty One can do all things and even sometimes use me to accomplish His kingdom work!!

I so want to live that way!! God help me to be faithful! God use me to do what I can’t yet even see. Amen.

Pastor Gary

