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SCHEDULED SERVICES AND MEETINGS

Sunday Services

Meetings
Adult Bible Class
9:30 AM
Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, 8:00 PM

Morning Worship
11:00 AM
Adult Fellowship
First Monday, 8:00 PM

Sunday School
11:00 AM
Board of Deacons
Second Tuesday, 8:00 PM

Fellowship Hour
12:15 PM
Board of Trustees
Second Tuesday, 8:00 PM
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PUMPKINS!
A lady, recently baptized, was asked by a co-worker what it was like to be a Christian.


She replied, “It’s like being a pumpkin.  God picks you from the patch, brings you in and washes all the dirt off that you may have gotten from the other pumpkins.


Then he cuts the top off, scoops out all the yucky stuff.  He removes the seeds of doubt, of hate, of greed, etc.  Then He carves for you a new smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all the world to see.”


(taken from internet mail)
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OCTOBER



  2
Church Retreat (8:30 AM-3 PM) Leader:  the Rev. Geneva Butz  



  2
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)

5
Worship Service-Sunday School (11 AM)  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

World Wide Communion Sunday, Neighbors in Need Special Offering
9
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)

10-12
AEYF Fall Conference in Watertown, MA

12
Worship Service-Sunday School (11 AM)  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

14
Boards of Deacons and Trustees (8 PM)

15
Senior Fellowship (10:30 AM)

15
Deadline for November News Bulletin articles
16-19
Armenian Evangelical World Council/AMAA Annual Meetings—Montreal (Laval)

19
Worship Service-Sunday School (11 AM)  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

21
Pastoral Search Committee (8 PM)

22
Discipleship Group (8 PM) 

23
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)

26
Worship Service-Sunday School (11 AM)  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost




Daylight Savings Time ends, Last day for Missions Committee’s Linen Drive
 30
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)

Upcoming in November

Stewardship Dinner:  November 5, 11, or 13.  Let Pastor Gary know when you can attend.

  9
Dinner honoring Veterans, Holy Trinity Church


16
Stewardship Sunday and Rededication Sunday



30
Congregational Meeting
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 Happy  November  Birthdays  [image: image11.png]




Andrew Benlian
11-04
Ed Kavjian, Sr.
11-14


Howard B. Garabedian
11-04
Pauline Karjian
11-14


Vicken Keshishian
11-04
Brooke A. Buchakjian
11-16


Eileen Stephey
11-07
Arpie Keshishian Hudson
11-16


James Z. Buchakjian
11-11
Todd J. Frankowski
11-18


Robert Kingenberg
11-11
Lisa Annig Kavjian
11-18


Howard S. Garabedian
11-12
Marv Preske
11-18


Alyssa Davis
11-14
David Schnickels
11-20


Alexis Buchakjian
11-14
Keith Garabedian
11-25


ADDRESS CHANGE/CORRECTION:

Mary Loiselle

new email:  mary.loiselle@comcast.net
Marie Arslanian

8723 West Chester Pike, Apt. 3
Upper Darby, PA  19082
610-446-6552



FROM PASTOR GARY’S PEN. . .  (

I really dislike places like amusement parks and water parks and Disney.  Yuck!  Sit me under a tree with blue skies and a nice view—then I’m amused.  I don’t like large crowds and I don’t like waiting in line.  But, I am the parent of a ten-year-old who likes amusement parks and water parks and so…off we go to Disney.  And the worst happens!  Tons of people!  (It turns out that we decided to go to Disney during the busiest week of the year!)  Now, when I need to be, I can be a very patient person and, besides, it was for the kid.  But I got a little annoyed at seeing these people breeze by us on the way to the front of the line.  Are they VIPs of some sort?  Do they know somebody who works there?  How did they get this special treatment?  I soon was very annoyed at the people who went to the front of the line.  They must be rich people who bribed the ride attendants.  I wondered how I could get an easy way to the front of the line!


I know that trying to find the easy way, the quick way to glory, the fast track to success is not a new pursuit.  A long time ago two men were followers of a person who was teaching them spiritual truth and who conveyed such a deep spirit of love that their lives were slowly but surely being changed.  The disciples were James and John, the teacher Jesus.  One day, James and John take Jesus aside.  It doesn’t take long for them to get to the point.  They asked, in essence, “Can we go to the front of the line?  Would you give us an “EZ Pass” to glory?  You know, one of us on your left and the other on your right?”  I wonder if the other disciples were annoyed by this attempt to get to the head of the line.


Whoa!  They weren’t annoyed;  they were angry!  (Mark 10:35-45)  They complained to Jesus that this was not right:  the sons of Zebedee should never be granted a free pass to the front of the line.  Hold on, Jesus, they have to wait in traffic just like we do.  (Apostolic bumper to bumper traffic, that is, of course.)  In the rush to kingdom glory, it is not right that anyone has a head start or gets special treatment.


It seems that Jesus has his own ideas about who should get special treatment, and it is not his disciples.  In fact, James and John and the other ten need to understand now that if they are going to be true disciples of Jesus, they will need to be the source of special treatment for others.  Instead of trying to get to the front of the line, they will have to work to get others there ahead of them.  Jesus makes it clear that they are called to be servants, just as he is a servant.  The walk of a faithful disciple is along a road of servanthood.


Jesus gives us a picture of what servanthood means.  His disciples come to dinner.  They have walked dusty, dirty streets in sandals.  Their feet are filthy!  Jesus takes the pot of water by the door that is left there for the express purpose of having the household slaves and servants wash dirty feet, and washes the feet of his followers himself.  “Go and do likewise,” says Jesus.


Albert Schweitzer has said, “Life becomes harder for us when we live for others, but it also becomes richer and happier.”  Do you think that what Schweitzer says is true?  If I am honest in my own soul, I surely agree with the first part of the statement…life becomes harder.  It’s that last part of the statement that is the problem—life becomes richer and happier.  Can that really be?

Jesus says, “Those who lose their life for the sake of the kingdom, gain life.”  Can that really be?  I think I’d better find out!
       



  

Pastor Gary

BLESSED…TO BE A BLESSING


The words above describe the theme for our fall stewardship emphasis.  We are blessed.  God has encircled our lives with all that we need.  We claim and know God’s love and presence.  God leads and guides.  God comforts and strengthens and heals.  God gives meaning to our lives.  God saves.  God grants courage in the midst of fear, and wisdom in the midst of uncertainty.  We are blessed by God in ways we do not yet know or can imagine.


And we are called to be a blessing to others.  We are called to give of who we are and what we have, so that others would know God’s blessings.  We are called to feed the hungry and clothe the naked, and work toward justice and mercy and heal the sick and teach the innocent and… and… and… .


We do all these things because we are blessed.  We love in these ways because we were first loved.  Our motivation is gratitude and thanksgiving for all that God has done for us. Because we love God, we give our time, our abilities, our money.  Do you know that you are blessed?  Be a blessing for others.


Stewardship Sunday is set for November 16, 2003.  On that day we will ask you to consider prayerfully how you will support God’s kingdom-work through your prayers, your service, and your financial contributions.


You will have the opportunity to attend stewardship dinners on November 5, 11 and 13.  Please look for the dinner sign-up sheets in the vestibule.  These dinners are an informal time designed to help us focus on how we are blessed by God and to give thanks and praise to God.  Please sign up and come.


I ask you to begin now to be in prayerful consideration as you struggle with your stewardship response.  Let me suggest that prayer is as much listening as speaking.  As a faithful follower of Christ, maybe we ought to begin by asking, “God, what would you have me do?”

     —Pastor Gary

RALLY SUNDAY
On September 14, 2003, the church rejoiced as many members and students returned for a new church year.  Everyone began by worshipping together in the sanctuary with the Rev. Dr. Eugene Grau leading worship because Pastor Gary was away on a wilderness retreat.  During the Children’s Moment, Choir Director Mary Loiselle led young and old in singing familiar (and her personal favorite) songs from her teen years:  “He’s Got the Whole World In His Hands”, “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love”, and “Do Lord”.


As the congregation continued their formal worship, the students gathered in the Social Hall.  Each first “signed-in” on a felt strip using glitter tubes.  Then we divided into teams and, with play-do, made clay people.  After lining the teams up, we protected our clay figures from balls and accidents.  We soon realized that we were like the clay people and God was watching over us even when others were trying to smash us.  

We then traded our clay for six clothespins which we attached to our clothes.  The winner was the person who attached their pins to others without getting pins attached to themselves.  Here we recognized that the clothespins could be the gifts and talents we have been given and that we should use these gifts to benefit others. After we wrote on the clothespins what some of our gifts and talents were, we attached the pins to the felt strip.

Thanks to all who helped with the smooth running of this active event to begin the Sunday School year, including the teachers and the parents of the youngest students. 
      —Jeannette Keshishian

OCTOBER MISSIONS OPPORTUNITY
      The Missions Committee is conducting a LINENS DRIVE during October.  Two local organizations are in need of help as they supply the needy with bed linens and towels.  One group gives aid to the homeless in their rehabilitation center.  The other group gives aid to refugees arriving in the USA.

         Both are requesting a supply of twin size sheets, pillowcases, blankets, bath towels and washcloths.  These must be new or like-new and washed.  Pillows, however, must be NEW.  All these items are often on 
sale in our local stores—many times there are coupons available for additional savings.

       If your schedule does not allow time for shopping, you may make a monetary donation and we will shop for you. The final date for our Linens Drive collection is Sunday, October 26, 2003. 

    THIS IS A HAND UP,  NOT A HAND OUT!

AEYF EASTERN-REGION

Fall CONFERENCE

Watertown, MA

October 10-12, 2003

Contact Pastor Gary if you are interested.

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES

IN THE NOVEMBER BULLETIN OCTOBER 15, 2003

CHRISTMAS JOY PACKAGES
Our church is being invited to participate in the AMAA’s Christmas Joy Packages project.   Those who benefit are the children in Armenia, Georgia and Karabagh.


Last Christmas, during sixty-seven Christmas programs of drama and music in fifty-three towns and villages, 25,000 needy children received gift packages of toiletries, stationery, a toy, candy and a children’s Bible.


Monetary donations may be sent to the AMAA:  31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652  Donations received are used to purchase gift items in bulk from suppliers here and in Armenia.

ADULT FELLOWSHIP


This past meeting on September 17th, was held on one of this year’s rare beautiful days, but that didn’t help our attendance, which was rather low.  We missed Rev. Karjian and Rebecca who was home keeping her husband company while he is recuperating from his recent illness.  On the other hand, we were very happy to see George Hagopian among us as he has been away because he has had his share of health problems lately.


Due to the absence of Rev. Gary, Mae Paulson ably handled the task of giving devotions.  Following the opening prayers, we were invited to partake of lunch—an appetizing salad and cubed chicken, ham slices and cheeses, hardboiled eggs and all the other ingredients accompanying this mezze-like spread.


Some of our members bring their own additions to the meals.  Jim Mukhalian brought some choice breads from Le Bus bakery;  last June he donated the ground beef for the hamburgers for our barbeque.  I’m sure those behind the scenes not only prepare our lunch, but also make their own contributions.  We are very appreciative of their efforts.


At this time of year, we contribute some monies from the earning generated from these lunches to our less-fortunate compatriots overseas.  This year our choice is for feeding the elderly at the Home for the Armenian Aged and Handicapped in Cahl, Lebanon.


There were also discussions as to how we can make our sessions more interesting and meaningful.  Friends could express their opinions on current events or on subjects pertaining to the concerns of the seniors, or perhaps show a movie or play bingo.  We will be considering these possibilities.  Our next meeting will be October 15 and we will watch the PBS video that aired recently, “Images of the Armenian Spirit”.                  
            —Araxie Hagopian

2003 STEWARDSHIP DRIVE

 ~ REMINDER ~

Drive begins:  Sunday, Nov. 2, 2003

Theme:  “First Loved”  (as we are, by God)

Pastor Gary will host (and cook!) his wonderful Stewardship Drive Dinners on

Wednesday, November 5

Tuesday, November 11

Thursday, November 13

A special guest speaker will assist with the program each evening.  Reserve on the sign-up sheets in the Narthex or call the church office.

Rededication Sunday is November 16, 2003

The Stewardship Drive will culminate on this day

when the congregation turns in their pledge cards.
TO PONDER…

Singing in church is not just for singers

The truth is that singing is for believers.

The relevant question is not, "Do you have a voice?"

But rather, "Do you have a song?"

( (
You may think to yourself, "I can't sing."  And maybe you're not Pavarotti.  But if you enjoy singing, our church needs you!   Come and sit in on a choir rehearsal.  If you aren't able to be a regular member of the choir, then join us for special anthems and occasions.  We guarantee you'll have fun, and maybe discover a meaningful new way to worship.  

Come and sing your song.

PLAN FOR LIFE
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered.
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.
Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies.
Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you.


Be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building, someone may destroy overnight.
Build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, people may be jealous.
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow.
Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough.
But give the world the best you’ve got anyway.


          You see, in the final analysis, it is all between you and God.  It was never between you and them anyway.
—Mother Theresa

PROJECT SAVE

Founded in 1975 by Ruth Thomasian, Project SAVE Armenian Photograph Archives is dedicated to saving the photographic heritage of the Armenian community.  Based in Watertown, MA, it boasts a collection of more than 25,000 images and makes these available for public use.  The collection documents, preserves and protects photographs of all subjects and time periods that relate in some way to the Armenian people, their culture, and their country.  The project’s special interest is in documenting the work of Armenian photographers. 


This year Project SAVE is producing a calendar entitled Unknown Armenians:  Remembering the Forgotten.  It will feature photographs for which there is little or no documentation in the hope that someone will recognize or, in some way, help identify people and places in the photographs.


More information is available on www.projectsave.org or P.O. Box 236, 65 Main St., Watertown, MA  02471.   This is also the address to use when offering donations of photos.

BOOK DISCUSSION
The Truth Will Set Us Free:

Armenians and Turks Reconciled by George Jerjian

Friday, October 3, 2003 at 7:30 PM

St. Mark’s Armenian Catholic Church Hall

400 Haverford Road, Wynnewood, PA         610-896-7789

“His book is a political call to Armenians and Turks to reconcile by accepting the truth of the past, the different and difficult realities of today, and that the future can be very different, if we choose it.  This book is part biography, part history of the Armenian genocide, and part scenario-planning for reconciliation.”

Refreshments will follow the talk.  All are invited.

CONGRATULATIONS

(. . .to David and Sylvia (nee Makoulian) Borkowski on the birth of their first child, Luke James, on Wednesday, September 17, 2003, 8 lbs. and 21 inches!  Proud grandparents are Jim and Sona Makoulian, and Garith and Eileen Borkowski.

CORRECTION
In last month’s issue, the members of the confirmation class were erroneously reported.  Our apologies to Caprice DeMirjian whose name was omitted.  Caprice attended the confirmation class meetings and was confirmed along with the other members of the Class of 2003.  Her sister, Brielle, is looking forward to being confirmed.

THE NEAR EAST RELIEF

The Museum of the City of New York (MCNY) will present an  exhibition, Near East/New York:  The Near East Foundation and American Philanthropy, documenting the early years of America’s oldest international development agency, known since 1930 as the Near East Foundation.  


Items on display will include over fifty rare photographs that record the organization’s early work in Armenia, Turkey, Persia, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and the Caucasus—all areas where it operated orphanages, health clinics, and vocational training facilities.  In addition to more than one hundred original artifacts and images on display, many other images are incorporated into a special slide presentation created for the exhibit.


Special programs held during the exhibit’s run include an opening day gallery talk by the guest curator of the exhibition, Neery Melkonian (10/4); a family program of Armenian storytelling with children’s author Aldiz Agbabian (10/19); a panel discussion addressing such topics as American approaches to the fight against poverty in the Middle East and Africa (10/30);  a book talk by Peter Balakian on his newest book, Burning Tigris:  The Armenian Genocide and America’s Response (11/18).
The exhibition is on view at the MCNY from October 4 until December 7, 2003.  Learn directions, hours, admission fees and program information from the museum website: www.mcny.org
WITH THANKS…

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks:

In loving memory of June Caruso



Dr. & Mrs. Edward Kavjian
In loving memory of Ronald P. Cassel, father of Gail Momjian
John & Ruth Melian 
In celebration of brother, Charles DeMirjian’s seventy-eighth birthday     Florence DeMirjian Brown
In celebration of Ed Buchakjian’s 75th birthday

Ed & Joan Kurkian (Bonita Springs, FL)
For the Deacon’s Fund

The Conte Foundation (Rancho Mirage, CA)


The Stephen Philibosian Foundation
For the News Bulletin

Ashod & Dorothy Melikian


Dr. Carol Ann (“Cookie”) Mason

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS OCTOBER 25, 2003

