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SCHEDULED SERVICES AND MEETINGS

Sunday Services

Meetings
Adult Bible Class
9:30 AM
Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, 8:00 PM

Morning Worship
11:00 AM
Adult Fellowship
First Monday, 8:00 PM

Sunday School
11:00 AM
Board of Deacons
Second Tuesday, 7:30 PM

Fellowship Hour
12:15 PM
Board of Trustees
Second Tuesday, 7:30 PM
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Stewardship Sunday

Rededication Banquet
Sunday, November 16, 2003

(
Worship 11 AM AND  Banquet 12:45 PM

(
FIVE OF OUR OWN MEMBERS WILL SPEAK

IMAGES OF THE PAST WILL DELIGHT YOU

(
Everyone is welcome to attend this annual event of fellowship and personal recommitment

(
Adults  $15       Children (10 or younger)  $8

R.S.V.P. as soon as possible or by November 9

to the church office, Lucille Tashjian (610-793-2548)

OR Rose Garabedian (856-854-1967)
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THIS ISSUE OF THE NEWS BULLETIN
is dedicated in loving memory of

GEORGE and ELIZABETH Y. JERJISIAN

by their daughters

GLORIA SUSSMAN and CAROL CHURUKIAN
November  2
Worship Service-Sunday School (11 AM)  Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost







        Stewardship Drive begins

  5
Stewardship Dinner (6:30 PM)

  9
Worship Service-Sunday School (11 AM)  Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 






              Dinner honoring Veterans at Holy Trinity Church
11
Stewardship Dinner (6:30 PM) 

11
Boards of Deacons and Trustees (7:30 PM-note earlier time)

13
Stewardship Dinner (6:30 PM)

13
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)

16 Worship Service-Sunday School (11 AM)  Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost                   

                                            Stewardship Sunday and Rededication Sunday, Rededication Banquet

19
Senior Fellowship (10:30 AM)

19
Discipleship Group (8 PM)

20
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)

23
Worship Service-Sunday School (11 AM)  Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 



           Youth-Oriented Worship Service;   Congregational Meeting after worship

26
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)

30
Worship Service-Sunday School (11 AM)  First Sunday in Advent, Communion
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Sheri Klingenberg

12-01
Brandon Preske
12-14
Liane Paulson
12-24
Reed Eliz. Momjian
12-29

Brian Hamill

12-02
Dorothy Grau
12-17
Benjamin Chaney 
12-25
Jacob Makoulian
12-30

Virginia Kashishian

12-04
Joan Momjian
12-19
Eugene Grau
12-28
Scott Chaney
12-30

Arsha (Stephey) Cipollone
12-11
Lara Kaiserian
12-20
Aram Kabakjian
12-28
Daniel Vacek
12-30

Jeff Buchakjian

12-14
Adam Bailey
12-20
Karen Keshishian 
12-29



Christmas Greetings
Upholding a worthwhile tradition, the Stewardship and Missions Cmte. invites you to celebrate Christmas by sending your Christmas Greetings to family and friends through the December issue of the News Bulletin.  Your donation (commensurate with expenses for cards and postage) will go to AMCC’s Deacon’s Fund for current and future needs.  

The deadline for being included is November 16, 2003.  Please contact Lucille Tashjian at 610-793-2458.
Poinsettias in the Sanctuary

   Poinsettia plants will be placed in the sanctuary during Advent beginning December 14, 2003.  

   You can place your order with

Florence Devedjian (610-399-9373)

or Lucille Tashjian

(610-793-2548, lmkto@webtv.net).

The deadline for ordering is December 7, 2003.
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Reserve the Date!
Annual Family Christmas Dinner

Sunday, December 7, 2003 immediately following worship

featuring a return appearance of the Upper Darby HS Encore Singers
directed by Barbara Benglian

(     (     (
Chef of the Day:  Jim Makoulian

(     (     (
Donation:  $15 per person,

$8 children, ten and under

For Advanced Tickets, by Dec. 1:

call:  Rose Garabedian

(856-854-1967)

FROM PASTOR GARY’S PEN. . .  (
—GIVE THANKS—

I love this time of year!  Thanksgiving is soon here.  Our oldest son, Jason, is moving to San Francisco, so we will need to have Thanksgiving dinner early so we can celebrate with him.  I’m guessing we will have at least two other Thanksgiving meals.  I can hardly wait!  And then comes Christmas!  November and December are very special months for me;  my heart always softens and I become more vulnerable and open to God’s presence as I ponder the meaning of the two “holidays” we celebrate.

Thanksgiving is, of course, a time we set aside to “count our blessings” and give thanks for those blessings.  Man, have I been blessed!!!  I could name the usual things—family, spouse, comfortable home, health, etc.  It is good to be reminded that in our communities there are people who don’t have these things, and that I have a responsibility to those in need.  But, I want to share with you my thanksgiving for a church, a lay person, and a pastor—each of them integral to shaping and molding my life.

The church was Trinity United Methodist Church in Denver, PA.  I am so grateful for this church, for in it I found a kind of acceptance I didn’t know existed but needed desperately.  As you know, I was a very shy kid, and not too good looking, and not accomplished at anything.  I would just as soon fade into the woodwork than be noticed.  The church noticed!  They came to visit us and invited us to Sunday school and worship.  And when I went, they noticed me!  This church took me in and made me one of their sons and taught me about my potential and how God loved me dearly.  With the love and support of that church, I started to find myself.  Thank you, Trinity United Methodist.

The lay person was a man named John Sweigart.  He was a grocer in Denver, a member of Trinity United Methodist and, in my humble estimation, a saint.  John and I both worked at one of the United Methodist Church camps nearby.  He was my boss.  In the winter, he and I would work weekends at the camp, clearing trees and getting other work done that we didn’t get to do during the summer.  For meals, we would throw together whatever we could find in the fridge left over from the groups that used the camp for winter retreats, and the meals were an adventure.  But, even more of an adventure for me was that before we ate, John would read Scripture and talk about what it meant to him.  Sometimes I could see that he was overcome with emotion as he described how his faith journey had changed him.  I saw in John a man who was still on a journey of faith, still growing, still encountering the living God.  Because of John, I started to find my own faith journey—a journey that is still in my life. Thank you John.

The pastor was Clair Wagner.  He came to Denver Trinity right out of seminary.  Young and enthusiastic and committed.  As a result of his leadership, Denver Trinity grew and became a more exciting place to be.  Clair had time for me!  He mentored me and challenged my self perceptions and kept asking me, “Gary, what do you think God wants you to do?”  He was the first to suggest that maybe I am being called to the ministry.  When I decided to consider such a possibility, Clair “held my hand” as I walked through the process.  The first step was that Denver Trinity had to affirm my decision.  Clair talked with the board about how I had been changing and growing and that he was confident that I would be able to talk without mush in my mouth and get better grades and become a worthy candidate for ministry.  With Clair, I started to find my calling—a calling that still will not let me go.  Thank you, Clair.

Who is on your list to thank?  Who has mentored you, loved and accepted you, guided and directed you?  Whom has God used to help you find your way.  Why not thank God and them?!!!  Happy Thanksgiving.



   



  

Pastor Gary

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP


What an interesting and enjoyable session we had on October 15 with some thirty-one attendees, some of them newcomers.  Opening with devotions, Pastor Gary led a discussion relating to the Beatitudes.  Following that, Mr. Martin Tourigian, a guest, treated us to an impromptu and unscheduled piano recital, playing well-known and well-liked tunes from many lands.  This was a wonderful start to our meeting.


For our main feature, the luncheon, our guests served themselves to our homemade goodies.  These were donations from members James Mukhalian, Haig Torigian, Rose Garabedian, Lucille Tashjian, Marian Buchakjian, Araxie Hagopian and newcomer Marie Arslanian, with a helping hand from Florence Devedjian.


After lunch we watched a film, “The Images of the Armenian Spirit” which was shown recently in Philadelphia.  It is a history of Armenia from its early beginnings to the present day and documented the ability of our nation to survive in spite of untold hardships.


During a fund-raising interval, the WHYY-TV announcer asked our Set Momjian to repeat the speech he gave at a “Thank You, America” celebration held years ago. At that time, he expressed the feelings of these immigrants who, after having lived so long under insufferable cruelty and brutal tyranny, had now found freedom and safety in a new land.  No words could adequately describe the extent of their gratitude.


After the film was over, we said our usual long goodbyes, and left for our own homes.  Our next meeting will be held on Nov. 19.  —Araxie Hagopian 
Blessed. . .To Be A Blessing


It happens again on November 16, 2003.  It is not anything new;  some of you have done it numerous times in the past.  You will be asked to make a statement of your intended financial commitment for the work of your church which, of course, also means for the work of the Kingdom of God.  It is coming soon, and I ask us all to consider prayerfully how much we will give to our church for the work of God’s kingdom.


You are asked to give.  However, the concept of giving begins with receiving!  Let’s face it:  philanthropy (giving of what one has to the benefit of another) is not a natural act.  It is learned behavior.  The impetus to do the unnatural is rooted in a firm appreciation of what God has given us.  That is the place to start—with contemplation and meditation that leads to thanksgiving and gratitude.  The heart moved by this gratitude is the heart that is ready to give.


I would like to suggest that the question that guides us in preparation for our stewardship decision be, “God, what would you have me do?”  This decision is really a decision between us and God, and I believe that if we are sincere in asking, we will be led to an answer.  Know God’s love!!!  Be Grateful!! And then, Ask!!


And then, Give!!

Pastor Gary
A STEWARDSHIP STORY

A small country church in central Pennsylvania grew so much that they needed to build.  It was an expensive proposition.  Most of the people in the church were farmers and blue collar workers, and there weren’t a whole lot of resources.  But they continued on to try to reach their goal.


One day in the midst of the financial campaign, a woman, a widow who was a member of the congregation, approached the pastor.  She handed him an envelope along with the instructions that the pastor was not to open it unless she told him to.  She made him promise, and promise he did.  The pastor confessed to extreme curiosity but did keep his promise.


The congregation moved forward and was able to achieve their goal of financially supporting new construction.  When it became clear that the congregation was going to achieve success, the woman returned to the pastor and asked him to return the envelope.  He said he would, but only if he could open it to see what was in it.  She agreed and when he opened it, he found the deed to her house.  The pastor looked at her with a confused and questioning look;  she said, “…in case we got into trouble and couldn’t get all we needed.”


I wonder what that woman was thinking;  even more, I wonder what was in her heart.






Pastor Gary

2003 STEWARDSHIP DRIVE

 REMINDER-Drive begins on  Sunday, Nov. 2

Theme:  “First Loved”  (as we are, by God)

Pastor Gary will host (and cook!) his wonderful Stewardship Drive Dinners on    Wednesday, November 5

Tuesday, November 11         Thursday, November 13

A special guest speaker will assist with the program each evening.  Reserve on the sign-up sheets in the Narthex or call the church office.

Rededication Sunday is November 16, 2003

The Stewardship Drive will culminate on this day

when the congregation turns in their pledge cards.
OUR MEMBERS HONORED BY

CONTACT COMMUNITY HELPLINES


The scene was Baron’s in Lindenwald, NJ on Sat., Sept. 20, 2003 as 150 people gathered at the CONTACT Community Helplines Volunteer Recognition Luncheon and Annual Meeting.  After a brief annual meeting, invocation and delicious luncheon, a program of recognition followed.


Among those recognized, our own Ruth Melian, manager of the CONTACT Exchange Consignment Shop, was singled out for the superb job she has done in the development of sales since the store opened ten years ago.  All of the proceeds from this shop in Haddonfield help carry on the many programs of CONTACT Helplines:  a 24-hour crisis helpline, a 24-hour drug and alcohol hotline for the State of New Jersey, a reassurance program which calls the elderly who live alone, and a teen line.  Dorothy Baldadian, Ruth’s mother, and Lisa Melian, were recognized for their ten years of dedicated service to The Exchange—three generations of untiring and unselfish service.  [Dorothy had done all of the alterations and mending at the store!]  We also note that Ruth’s aunt, Mary Parnagian, has also given many hours of volunteer service each week.


Every year, the Humanitarian of the Year award is given to the volunteer who has made a significant contribution of volunteer service to CONTACT and to the community.  This year’s recipient was Lisa Melian.  Lisa has volunteered on the CONTACT helplines for twelve years and at The Exchange for ten years.  She has worked on projects in inner-city Camden and, with church members, with Habitat for Humanity in West Philadelphia Last year, Lisa traveled to Armenia and worked with Global Village Habitat for Humanity.  For the past fifteen years she has been a member of Amnesty International and has written hundreds of letters on behalf of tortured and imprisoned people in third-world countries.  Lisa joins her mother and grandmother in receiving this award, making it a third generation honor.


The day was highlighted by a fashion show from The Exchange, narrated by Ruth.  We offer to Ruth, Lisa and Dorothy our congratulations on all their accomplishments.                              —Rose Garabedian

ARMENIAN ASH TREES IN PHILA.


According to Mr. Paul Meyer, director of the University of Pennsylvania’s Morris Arboretum, we may see Armenian ash trees lining the streets of our city.  Mr. Meyer gave an illustrated lecture at Holy Trinity AAC on September 15, 2003.  The Women’s Guild and Men’s Club of the church prepared a delicious meal and invited members of all five Armenian churches to this event.


Mr. Meyer was invited by the USDA to take part in an exchange between the United States and Armenia, gathering genetic information about plants which would benefit the international community.  He traveled extensively throughout the country and was impressed by the hospitality offered by the Armenians.  In Yerevan, there is a USDA office and improvements were made to their database.


Mr. Meyer brought back many seeds and types of plants and also gave the Armenians many improved varieties of fruits and plants.  Through this research, Armenia will be able to develop more crops that may be placed on the international market.  Perhaps we will see the hardy Armenian ash tree lining the streets of Philadelphia.  Wouldn’t that be great!




       —Sona Kling

ADULT FELLOWSHIP FALL RETREAT


The custom of having a spiritual retreat each year started thirty-three years ago by our then pastor, the Rev. Dr. Peter B. Doghramji.  We haven’t missed a year since.  Friends from our sister Armenian churches join us in our eagerness to be enlightened and inspired by the always-interesting topics presented.  This year, the annual Fall Retreat was held on Thursday, October 2, 2003.  Thirty-five members and friends enjoyed each other in the festive autumn atmosphere of the social hall where we gathered for a lovely continental breakfast.


Chairwoman Diane DeMirjian graciously welcomed us, then introduced the retreat leader, the Rev. Geneva L. Butz, who has quite a list of accomplishments to her credit.  For twenty years she served as pastor of the historic Old First Reformed Church of Phila., and was the first female to do so.  She has traveled afar, serving God in France and Indonesia.  In India, she worked with Mother Teresa’s organization, receiving the Human Relations Award from the National Conference of Christians and Jews.  She is still active doing humanitarian works.


Rev. Butz led the opening devotions, then presented the theme of the retreat, “Abundant Generosity”.  We were given two scripture passages to concentrate on:  Luke 12:13-21 and Deuteronomy 8:1-10.  In seven small groups we studied and discussed these.  We learned just how generous God has always been to His people, how He warned us to take heed against greed, and the need for us to share what He has so lovingly given us with those in need.  These insights, as well as some individual experiences were later shared with the full group.


The lunch break afforded us time to relax and enjoy more fellowship with one another, as well as give us time to eat and enjoy a delectable selection of home made desserts.


The second session commenced with the viewing of a video showing segments of services from three UCC churches of different ethnic backgrounds:  African-American, Caucasian, and Samoan.  It was amazing to witness the joy and enthusiasm with which the parishioners of these churches presented their offerings.  They were truly “cheerful givers”.


Rev. Butz asked a series of thought-provoking questions concerning the video.  Her positive way of acceptance of our comments was very encouraging.  Her wonderful, upbeat attitude, energy and cheerfulness were contagious.  We were very fortunate to have Rev. Butz with us for the day.

Some “take along” thoughts on Stewardship:

“You can’t store up God’s abundance, it is new every day.”

“We know God’s abundance, we need to trust it.”

“The Gospel is free, but not cheap!”

“The way of the world is scarcity, the way of God is abundance.”

“We have the Bread of Life, and we didn’t even have to bake it!”



           —Lucille Tashjian and Araxie Hagopian

ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL UNION OF NORTH AMERICA

 17th BIENNIAL CONVENTION

June 23-27, 2004

Piccadily Inn University, Fresno

THEME:  WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?
HOST:  Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church

The Rev. Ara Guekguezian, Pastor

FROM BETHANY CHILDREN’S HOME

Dear Friends of Bethany,


Thank you for your recent gift to Bethany of $300.  We truly appreciate your thoughtfulness and generosity.  Your gift will help us to provide quality care and treatment for youth that have suffered profound abuse, neglect and family turmoil.


Bethany serves more than 300 boys and girls annually in our residential, short-term and shelter care programs.  Each program helps children become responsible, productive citizens of our communities.  Yet, none of this would be possible without support from people like you.

      Sincerely,    Jonathan Henning, Executive Director

ART SHOW

Lynne D. Gulezian
BEARING WITNESS

Multi-media paintings on canvas and paper

The Pagus Gallery at the Norristown Arts Building

November 9 to December 18, 2003

Gallery hours:  Monday-Friday 10AM-5PM

Reception on Sunday, November 9 from 2-5

Directions:  Blue Route (476N) to Ridge Pike West (Main St.), travel three miles, cross Rt. 202, then train tracks.  Left at first light onto Haws Ave., left at 2nd stop sign on W. Washington St., one block to left on McKinley St. to N.A.B. on left corner.

CONGRATULATIONS

(. . .on the birth of Alison Grace to Christopher and Arsha (nee Stephey) Cipollone on Wednesday, October 1, 2003.  Welcoming her home is big sister Patricia, her parents, her grandparents: Harry and Eileen Stephey, John and Janice Cipollone, her great-grandparents: the Rev. Dr. Giragos and Yeprouhie Chopourian, Harry and Betty Stephey, Sr., John and Lena Cipollone, Sr. Miriam and Joseph Procopio, and their families.

(. . .on the birth of Dylan Harry, to Jeffrey and Jennifer (nee Stephey) Cave on Monday, October 6, 2003.  Congratulations to his parents, grandparents:  Harry and Eileen Stephey, Alberta Cave and David Cave, great-grandparents:  the Rev. Dr. Giragos and Yeprouhie Chopourian, Harry and Betty Stephey, Sr., and their families.

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES

IN THE DECEMBER BULLETIN NOVEMBER 16, 2003
WITH THANKS…

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks:

In loving memory of Dr. Arthur Dishman (brother-in-law of Jirair Sogomian)     John & Marge Bogosian

In loving memory of Olga Penir (cousin of John & Ruth Melian)
Set & Joan Momjian
In loving memory of Ronald P. Cassel, father of Gail Momjian
Set & Joan Momjian



Virginia Reed 
In celebration of Ed Buchakjian’s 75th birthday


John & Marge Bogosian



Ed, Carol, Dan, Mike, Lara Kaiserian



Carol Jerrahian
For the News Bulletin


Lynne D. Gulezian,  Carol Jerrahian

