MINISTRY & MISSIONS FAIR


On Sunday, March 28, 2004, after a moving worship service inspired by the theme “You Were Made for a Mission,” our congregation spilled into the social hall to browse through the Ministry & Missions Fair and choose a personal mission.


Decorative tables were arranged with informative materials and spokespersons were available to answer any questions. Church members were encouraged to volunteer for any of the various ministry/mission projects by using the sign-up sheets. About 60 people selected projects – some more than one! (And we welcome more of you.)


Ministry & Missions projects are listed below. If you were not present on March 28 and would like to serve in any of these programs, please call the church office (610-446-3330) or Diane DeMirjian, Missions Chair (610-565-1834) for more information.


I would like to especially thank Amy Shumoski, our church secretary, for her creativity and dedication in preparing the numerous posters and sign-up sheets. Thanks also to Pastor Gary, Mary Loiselle, and to the Missions Committee for their invaluable help in the organization of the fair.

· July 2004 Mission Trip

· Camden Missions

· Homeless Dinners

· Habitat for Humanity

· Sunday School Teachers

· Music Ministry

· Visitation Team

· Communications Team

· Discovering our Spiritual Gifts

· Small Group Leader Training

· Ministry to the Aged

· Ministry to Children/Youth

· Ministry to the Homeless

· Ministry to Women

· PRime – for Refugees

What better way to proclaim God’s love than through service to our brothers and sisters, especially the needy!                                                   –Diane DeMirjian
SPRING FOOD DRIVE

Our Spring Food Drive has begun. The food we supply is most important to those in need.  We are collecting non-perishable foods.  Just bring your food donations with you to church and place them in the cupboard.   We want to meet Pastor Gary's challenge to "fill his truck."   Remember our Lord's words -- "I was hungry, and you fed me"............

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

Drivers Needed: Sunday morning and occasional evenings.   To drive persons to and from church for services.   Call the church office (610-446-3330).

Organizer:   A NON-Senior Citizen to help the Senior Fellowship plan its programs and lunches. Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday 6 - 7 times a year.   No experience necessary. Call the church office  (610-446-3330) or Lucille Tashjian (610-793-2548).

Habitat for Humanity:  Saturday, May 1, 2004 another chance to serve! Contact Diane DeMirjian for more info (610-565-1834).

FEEDING THE HOMELESS


Eleven members of our church, led by Diane DeMirjian, chairlady of our Mission Committee, drove to Old First Reformed Church, UCC, in Philadelphia on Saturday, April 4, 2004 bringing lots of food to provide a hot dinner for the homeless men sheltered by that church.


The meal consisted of onion roast beef with gravy, sweet potatoes and ice cream provided by Diane DeMirjian, pilaf by Cindy Hamill, succotash by Nora Babaian, cupcakes and brownies by Jenika and Caprice DeMirjian, a fruit platter by Pauline Karjian, and “take away” bags of goodies decorated and distributed by Lara Kaiserian. Only about fifteen men, instead of the usual twenty, were present so there was enough food to provide second and even third helpings for everyone. Platters of food were put in the refrigerator for a few of the men who were unwell and couldn’t immediately eat.


Before the meal was served, a prayer was offered to the Lord by one of the homeless men. There was little interest in the desserts until the ice cream was announced and then there was a rush to the service counter.


There was considerable interaction between our volunteers and the men. We learned of some of their concerns and exchanged views on various subjects. Danny Babaian became the hero by hooking up the television and video player so that some of the men could watch a film.


Our church members who were present were: Diane & Charles DeMirjian, Ed & Lara Kaiserian, Daniel Babaian, Jackie & Tim DeMirjian, Pauline Karjian, Mary Loiselle, Cindy & John Hamill.

      - Cindy & John Hamill



CELEBRATION SUNDAY

It was Celebration Sunday on April 4th, 2004 and many attended a luncheon in celebration of what God has done in our midst during the 40 Days of Purpose Campaign.  We had 120 members and friends participating in 15 small groups, for six weekly sessions, which were based on Pastor Rick Warren’s best-selling book, The Purpose Driven Life.  

Chairman Marian Buchakjian decorated the social hall with gold balloons, each depicting a chapter of the book:  “What On Earth Am I Here For,” “Worship,” “Fellowship,” “Discipleship,” “Ministry” and “Evangelism.”   After a luncheon of lahmajoun and salad, all enjoyed the delicious sheet cake with the words, “Celebrating Our Purpose.”

 As emcee, I invited people to come forward to tell their stories about how the 40 Days of Purpose affected their lives.  I also read comments from survey questions given to all who participated.  Here are some of the ways people were moved on their spiritual journey by this campaign: 

-  “I always thought my life was about me; now I know it’s about pleasing God.”

-  “I thought if I followed the Ten Commandments, believed in Jesus, went to church every Sunday, and lived my life as I thought a Christian should, that God would welcome me with open arms.  Now I know that’s not enough.  God expects more.  So if God is listening, whatever time I have left on this earth, I will use what I learned in these past 40 days to live a purpose-driven life.  I wish I took this seminar fifty years ago.”

-  “The specific career I follow is not as important as doing everything with God in mind.”

-  “I had breast cancer at 28, ovarian cancer at 36, bone cancer, back surgery, multiple strokes, colonoscopy eight years ago, and an illiostomy last year, and I’m living now with only half of my small intestines.  I have often wondered why all of these things happened to me.  Now I have found my purpose and the answer in this book.  For God to use my painful experiences, I must be willing to share them.  I am doing that now and helping others who are suffering with these problems.  The Lord has helped me through all of my illnesses for a purpose.”

- “I now know that God wants to be included in every conversation, activity, problem, and even every thought I have.”

- “I looked at what I spend my time doing, and decided to make some changes in my life.”

-  “It deepened my friendships of those I knew, and introduced me to new friends.  We learned from each other as we studied and shared.”

-  “I might not have agreed with everything in the book, but I feel it certainly helped my spiritual journey.”

-   “It made worship, based on the truth in Scripture more important to me.”

-   “I used to live my life for my family, trying to keep everyone at peace; now I learned, if I stayed focused on God, all of that would happen.

-  “God put me to work at the Post Office for a reason  to win souls to Christ.”

-   “This book taught me what it means to be “Christ-like.”
-  “I realize I wanted God to fulfill my purposes, now I want to be a world-class Christian and know I was saved to fulfill God’s purposes for my life.”

-  “Now I realize I am to bring glory to God, by loving and serving others with my abilities and gifts that come from God, and sharing the Gospel with others.”

It truly was a day of celebration as we realized that the 40 Days of Purpose campaign raised our awareness of how we look at our lives, our relationship to God, and the purposes He created us for.  Pastor Gary asked us to form a friendship circle as we closed, singing “With Joy.”                     -Ruth Melian
MAUNDY THURSDAY

The Maundy Thursday Dinner and Communion Service was held on April 8th with about 45 attending.   All enjoyed our traditional dinner of roast beef with trimmings, and apple crisp a la mode.

We began the Communion Service by singing worship songs from The Forty Days of Purpose campaign and reading I Corinthians 11.  Pastor Gary, emphasized that the Covenant meal will not have meaning for us if we are not experiencing what it means to be the body of Christ as a community. We must be in union with each other in all things and work at who we are—together. We must remember that Communion is rooted in ‘community.’ We must deepen, nurture, and strengthen our community in love, respect, and service for and to each other.

We then partook of the bread and the wine placed as centerpieces at each table, breaking the bread and intincting it in the wine, remembering our Lord's sacrifice and love and grace as we did.

Much appreciation to our chefs Diane DeMirjian, Cindy Hamill and Elaine Farashian and to Florence Devedjian for the centerpieces. Special thanks to our cleanup crew: Tim DeMirjian, Set Momjian, John Hamill, John and Florence Gulezian.                                                                          - Lucille Tashjian
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TURKISH AUTHOR WRITES

ABOUT ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
On April 16th, at Ss. Sahag & Mesrob AAC, the Tekeyan Cultural Assoc., AGBU, and Knights of Vartan co-sponsored a dinner and talk by prize- winning Turkish author, poet, and professor,  Kemal Yalcin.  Mr. Yalcin was born in Turkey, and schooled in Germany. When he returned to his family home in Colossea in western Turkey (where St. Paul sent his letters to the Colossians), he learned there were a great number of Greeks and Armenians who were expelled from the country by the Turkish state during World War I.  His grandparents had wonderful Greek neighbors who left their family’s bridal dowry with the Yalcin family for safekeeping.  

Many in his family warned him not to write about Armenians, but his interest in stories about the Armenian genocide was aroused.  His mother recalled a time when she was very ill and was taken to an Armenian woman who said prayers for her and healed her and would not take money.  His mother said, “For the sake of this Armenian woman, go and find the facts.”

He began his investigation in Turkey and visited many cities and villages in Eastern Turkey, Cilicia and Central Turkey, and was shocked by stories of Turkish atrocities.  In one village he was told, “You’re too late,” since many survivors had died.  Then he met a 93-year-old survivor, who was ten during the Genocide and survived because his grandmother agreed that she and her grandson would convert to Islam; the rest of his family perished. The man recalled every detail of the experience and said he had kept it in all his life, and now was so glad to be able to report on it.  He died three months later. 

In 1994 and 1995 Mr. Yalcin visited Greece several times to find the descendants of the Greek family who left their bridal dowry with his grandparents.  Finally, he did find a granddaughter and presented her with the dowry. 

Kemal Yalcin’s book, You Rejoice My Heart, was written in Turkish and has been translated into Armenian.  An English translation is now in progress.   In his book, which is based on his experiences in search of the truth about the Turkish atrocities and acts of ethnic cleansing during World War I, he promotes goodwill among people living together, and he feels that the Turkish people must know their history and that by understanding the past, we can have peace in the future.  He writes, “I bow to the memory of the Armenians and Assyrians who lost their lives on the road of deportation through planned killings.  That is the greatest pain of our century, the stigma on the face of humanity.  Your pain is my pain.  As a Turkish writer, I beg forgiveness from you and from mankind.”  Even though Mr. Yalcin spoke in Turkish (his thoughts were translated into Armenian and some English), for me his humanity was shining through the language barrier.                                              –Ruth Melian

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP

At our next meeting, April 21, 2004 we will be enjoying a Pot Luck/Covered Dish Buffet.   Just bring your favorite or specialty dish to share.   Beverages and dessert will be supplied.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

                Last month I introduced Pat Arcaro as a member who joined our church in March 2004. This month I would like you to meet Denise Van Roy, who also joined our congregation in March. These two enthusiastic women make up the team affectionately called, “Laverne and Shirley.” They have been “meeting in the parking lot” for the past six weeks to discuss the affairs of our church in relation to the 40 Days of Purpose Campaign. We greatly enjoyed and appreciate their acting talents.   

  Denise was born in Upper Darby as the only daughter to Patrick Van Roy and Delores Zambino. Her father had been a police officer and is now deceased.       Upon graduating from Upper Darby HS she attended West Chester University, majoring in Elementary and Special Education. She taught for 24 years before seeking her graduate degree in counseling, after which she privately practiced for 5 years before returning to her teaching career. In her present position as a Special Education teacher for Pennwood High School, she became acquainted with Eileen Stephey.    

               In addition to her professional duties, she is also President of the local teachers’ union. Denise enjoys traveling, crafts and cooking. Her previous church affiliations include a Catholic parish and a Methodist congregation.
We must not forget to thank Eileen once again for her recruitment efforts in bringing another enthusiastic member to our church.

LETTER…to the Board of Trustees:
Once again, Phila. Armenian Nor Daree (PAND) New Year’s Eve Gala was a success. This year, as in past years, PAND is happy to report that it is contributing $1700 to each of the five Philadelphia Armenian churches.


Since PAND’s inception, AMCC has received $36,295.16, and total contributions to all five Philadelphia Armenian churches has totaled $181,475.80. We hope to continue these contributions in the future.


PAND’s main objective is Armenian unity, specifically unity among Armenians within the Philadelphia region. PAND must continue to reinvigorate its local community. Again, we are asking the churches to take an active role in encouraging greater community participation, not for the simple purpose of a bigger party, but rather for the larger purpose of Armenian unity.


The PAND committee is already working on its 2004 New Year’s Eve event. We thank you for your continued support.               –The PAND Committee


ELIZABETH ANDROYAN BROOKS

          Elizabeth was born in Philadelphia, PA, to Nishan and Beatrice Androyan on February 25, 1931.

        She shared a happy childhood with her older brother Edward.   She made friends easily and enjoyed the Sunday School and Christian Endeavor activities of our church in West Philadelphia.

          Liz graduated from Friends' Central School, attended Cedar Crest College, then Drexel University before joining the family's candy manufacturing business as Office Manager.

         In June of 1966, in New York City, Liz married Ted Brooks (Zaven Goulian), an enterprising music entrepreneur.   They lived in New York City and Northern New Jersey for several years before making their home in California.   Once there, Ted retired from the entertainment field. 

        In 1971, they established The Butterfly Bakery in Westwood. This became so successful, it was considered a neighborhood institution.  They worked side by side enjoying the many Hollywood celebrities among their clientele.    Liz and Ted welcomed visits from their relatives and friends from the east coast. Upon her husband's untimely death in 1991, 'Lizabeth chose to remain in California and manage the bakery herself.  

       She was a good friend to all who knew her and worked with her.  Her compassionate and generous spirit helped many unfortunate women who came her way.   In her later years, Liz experienced deteriorating health. Her faith and trust in God never faltered.   When her health worsened, she was forced to retire. Our Lord called her home one month later on March 26, 2004.  

       A Memorial Service and Luncheon were celebrated on April 4, 2004, in Westwood Park, with the Reverend Jirair M. Sogomian officiating. Donations may be made in her memory to the Armenian Martyrs' Congregational Church.

In Elizabeth’s memory, the following made contributions to our church:

Alex & Annabelle Alexanian

John & Marge Bogosian

Grace Kavjian


Richard & Gay Mukalian


Bessie Ruzian


Jack & Lucille Tashjian
IN SYMPATHY

The office has learned of the recent death of Mr. Puzant Jeryan of Hillsboro Beach, Florida.

WITH THANKS…

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks: 

Easter donation  Samuel Devedjian

In loving memory of George Hagopian


Robert & Jean Ohnigian

Arthur & Greta Yegyan


Ron Zartarian

In celebration of  Yeprouhie Chopourian’s birthday


John & Marge Bogosian


Robert & Jean Ohnigian

To the church
Ed & Joan Kurkian

In loving memory of Hrant Sahelian


Robert & Jean Ohnigian

Missions  Nazelie Elmassian,  Paul Paulson

In celebration of Virginia Reed’s 90th birthday


Alex & Annabelle Alexanian

Nubar & Peg Tchilinguirian


DEADLINE  for the


JUNE NEWS BULLETIN


--May 15, 2004 --





CAMP AREV-ELK


The Armenian Evangelical Youth Fellowship


East Coast Camping Week for ages 10-15


August 15-21, 2004 in Catskill Mountains (NY)


Interested? Contact Andrew Joyce.


Registration forms on the literature table.





CAMP MENSCH MILL -  Berks County


Adventure Camps, Appalachian Back Pack Trip, Canoe Camp, Grandparent & Me Camp


June – August, 2004


Registration Forms on the literature table.





CALLING ALL GRADUATES!


Traditionally, the June issue of our monthly Bulletin contains information about the graduates among our congregation. Please send that information to the church office by May 11.








