KUDOS FOR HELPING 40 DAYS 

As I reflect on the experience of our 40 Days of Purpose campaign, I can't help but think of all those in our church family who helped make it such a rich spiritual experience for so many.  Special thanks to each and every person who helped facilitate this endeavor.  

It would not have happened without Pastor Gary's enthusiastic encouragement, willingness to do anything to help (like getting on a high ladder to attach the banner to our stage curtain), always being positive and supporting every idea.   

The 40 Days committee:  Anna Marie Benlian, Marian Buchakjian, Diane DeMirjian, Jeannette Keshishian, Mary Loiselle, Joan Momjian, Debbie Paulson and Pastor Gary helped plan every event and coordinated the activities of the program. 

Pastor Gary, along with Mary Loiselle, our Choir Director, led a worship committee, who tailored our Sunday service, with sermons, music, and drama to follow the corresponding weekly themes of study.  Who could forget "Laverne & Shirley," Pat Arcaro and Denise Van Roy.  Mary also spent much time searching for music and creating our 40 Days songbook of praise and worship music that we will continue to use.   

The Kick-off Dinner and Video Event, with about 100 attending, was successfully chaired by Rose Garabedian and Lucille Tashjian, with a delicious lasagna dinner with all the trimmings.  John and Debbie Paulson manned our 40 Days Grand Central table that night, and welcomed many new friends who came to join the program. 

Our small groups were led by the following group leaders, who made the campaign come alive by facilitating the six weekly sessions:  Pat Arcaro, Marian Buchakjian, Paul & Kathy Doghramji, Charles & Diane DeMirjian, Tim DeMirjian, Pastor Gary, Gloria Giordano, Vicken & Jeannette Keshishian, Mary Loiselle, John & Ruth Melian, Lolita Miller, Joan Momjian, Margo Silk and Denise VanRoy.  We also thank those who graciously offered their homes for these meetings:  Chuck & Charlotte Ajamian, Tim & Jackie DeMirjian, Paul & Kathy Doghramji, Rev. Hovhannes & Rebecca Karjian, John & Ruth Melian, Merle Santerian, and Harry & Eileen Stephey.

Even our Nursery and Sunday School children received a children's 40 Days lesson each week as Anna Marie Benlian and Jeannette Keshishian found appropriate material geared for young children. 

During our Mission & Ministry Sunday Event, chaired by Diane DeMirjian, our social hall was set up with tables covered with posters and sign-up sheets that encouraged all to get involved with ministry in our church and mission work in the community.  If you haven't signed up yet, see Diane for opportunities to serve. 

Special kudos goes to our church secretary, Amy Shumoski, who was so capable and willing to do anything asked of her.  She was fantastic at finding material that we needed from the huge 40 Days website that we were privileged to have available to us when we joined the program.  She also created posters used in our Ministry and Missions Fair, and printed Study Guides for all 120 who participated in our program, saving us the cost of purchasing them.  Amy was so helpful in this project in so many ways.  She also encouraged her co-workers at the Post Office (her second job) to join the 40 Days program.   

Many thanks to John and Marge Bogosian for donating many services and equipment. Marge also found centerpieces for our events, crosses  engraved with:  "The Lord will fulfill His PURPOSE for me; your love, O Lord, endures Forever." Psalm 13 8:8. 

Our six-week campaign ended with a joyous “Celebration Sunday” Luncheon, chaired by Marian Buchakjian.  Throughout the many testimonies about what this program meant to the participants, we found that our prayer focus during the program was answered.  We prayed that God would use the 40 Days of Purpose to grow a deeper faith and commitment in the life of each participant.  Praise be to God!                             - Ruth Melian, Campaign Director
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP

The Senior Fellowship met on April 21, 2004, with a better attendance than last month…about twenty-five of our group were present. Pastor Gary asked that Badveli Chopourian offer the invocation. There followed a short period of questions, mostly religious in content. As no program had been arranged, we proceeded with our lunch.

Lunch could have been called “a covered dish affair” with the food contributed by our members. What a feast it was! We dined on roasted chicken, pilav, string beans (Armenian style), cheese boerag, yalanchi sarma, shrimp with sauce (American style), macaroni, eetch, plaki, a multi-colored pepper casserole, choice breads and beverages. For dessert, we enjoyed a beautiful vanilla and chocolate layer cake with a base of vanilla ice cream. Who could ask for a more elaborate meal?                   —Araxie Hagopian
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

NYC COMMEMORATION

On Sunday April 25, 2004, the Phila. Knights and Daughters of Vartan sponsored a bus trip from Ss. Sahag & Mesrob AAC (Wynnewood) and Cherry Hill Mall, NJ to Times Square, NY.  This was a day to remember the Armenian Genocide by the Ottoman Turkish Empire that took the lives of 1.5 million Armenians between 1915-1921.  The two buses were filled with students and adults from the Phila. area who wanted to experience the commemoration.

As a grandson of Sarkis and Mary Kuzujian who managed to escape the genocide and emigrate to America, I was happy to be with three generations of my family that day to experience the 89th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide: my mother, Rose Kuzujian Garabedian, is the first generation of our family born in this country; my brother, Kenneth Garabedian, with his wife, Dorothy, as second generation and their two sons, Keith and Kyle Garabedian, as third generation; our matriarch, Mary Kuzujian, passed away two years ago.

The morning started out as a beautiful sunny day with over 1000 Armenians at Times Square.  As the day proceeded, the skies became overcast, then it got colder and began to rain, but the fire in our hearts did not dampen. It seemed as if God’s tears were pouring down as we paid tribute to those 1.5 million Armenians.

Mr. Sam Azadian, was the commemoration’s driving force and the emcee.  All the dignitaries spoke on supporting the resolution of Armenian Genocide.  We honored our martyrs’ and the few remaining survivors.

The onlookers of Armenian and non-Armenian descent heard that the Turkish court concluded that the leaders of the Young Turk government were guilty of massacre and genocide and the world must remember.

Meshach P. Krikorian on August 10, 1916, writes of a mother who was left to die by the Turks. She wished that her daughter give her last words to all Armenians throughout the world. “Tell them,” she said, “that I am dying for the sake of Christ, my honor and my nation… and the blood of those who have fallen in these massacres will purify Armenia, shake off every vestige of her bondage, and make her a happy country.”

Turkey must admit this curse against our parents.  Keeping the cause alive in Times Square, NY and throughout the world lets others know what happened and helps them never to forget.  The Knights and Daughters of Vartan will continue to support this cause until the resolution is passed and Turkey admits to its role. Thank you to all Armenians and non-Armenians for your support in this cause.                                         –Howard S. Garabedian

APRIL 24th COMMEMORATION

The Phila. Inter-Communal Committee, as one of their three programs each year, sponsors the April 24 Commemoration of Armenian Martyrs. This year the community gathered at St. Gregory AAC and was present in the sanctuary for the orthodox mass, which concluded with a requiem service. This was well attended by members of the community including the Armenian scouts.

Dr. Andre Garabedian, Chair of the Inter-Communal Committee, spoke words of greeting and thanks to the hosts. He then introduced the evening’s speaker, Mr. Al Moeller, a professor of Communication Arts at Penn State University. We heard about Mr. Moeller’s background that brought him in contact with Armenians as he worked on the legislation whereby the U.S. Senate would have formally recognized the wording “Armenian Genocide.” He took us through the process and then the agony as the bill was killed at the last moment. As a part of his continuing research, he went to Armenia and Karabagh for an extended stay and saw the conditions and the life there. He returned home with an appreciation for the rich culture of the Armenians, an Armenian wife, and renewed energy to help the Armenian people in their various struggles. Everyone listened to this address with great interest.

We then gathered at the khatchkar to witness the laying of the wreaths in memory of our martyrs. The host church then invited all to the hall for refreshments. There we heard that our local congressman Curt Weldon was the chairman of the new Congressional committee for Azerbaijan; petitions were circulated which people could use to give voice to their displeasure at this news. 

Many thanks to the Committee for organizing the event and for providing this speaker, and also to the host church for their hospitality.

JOINT MEN’S CLUB DINNER
In the unique, ecumenical Philadelphia tradition of the Inter-Communal Committee and the PAND unified New Year’s Eve celebration, all corners of our Armenian community gathered on Monday, May 3, 2004,  at Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic church for a joint men’s club meeting. AMCC was well represented by over a dozen members from both sides of the Delaware River. 

Dr. Chakmakjian was the featured speaker and presented a film prepared by the Creation Science Institute. This documentary featured the scientific study of God’s creation as applied to the Mt. St. Helens volcanic eruption on May 18, 1980. Two of the key points advanced in the film included the following: A recently eroded section of lava showed hundreds of layers of rock strata, created by violent forces in only a few hours after the eruption – not via the generally accepted theory that strata had built up gradually over long periods of time. God’s forces can create much in short periods of time. 

How did those layers become eroded? Again, the usual, Charles Darwin-inspired belief is that a relatively small body of flowing water always (and gradually) can carve out a deep, intricate canyon. However, the pressure caused by the lava-dammed river broke loose and carved out a Grand Canyon-like gorge in a matter of days, not ounce-by-ounce of silt over eons of time.  

I personally do not spend a great deal of time debating the six days of creation vs. evolution, but this material offered me a new perspective on what God’s power can accomplish in just a few hours. Although the home-cooked meatloaf dinner was hearty and the fellowship was warm, the highlight of the evening for me was meeting Mr. Ott Kazanjian for the first time in over 30 years. I thanked him (much too late) for his important community leadership with the youth of my era during the late 1960’s and early ‘70’s when he organized the Hye Hop church dances and was the leader of St. Sahag’s Armenian Boy Scout troop.                         –John Paulson
YOUTH MINISTRY


I would like to give you an idea of what is going on in the youth ministry program. To be more specific, I want to let you know what the youth are learning. In April, we started a Bible study on the book of Revelation and this is progressing nicely. The youth in our group have been asking amazing questions, mostly about the book of Revelation and what God really wants. The youth have also been very open and honest sharing what has been going on in their lives. There has been a steady growth in these students over the course of the past few weeks. Although we are planning to attend several different events, we will still make time to worship and study together throughout the summer. Please continue to pray for us during the coming months.


       
                                       -Andrew Joyce, Youth Pastor

HABITAT WORK DAY

A pair of Habitat for Humanity homes in West Philadelphia now have yards to go along with them. That’s after a full day of work on May 1, 2004, by a group of Habitat volunteers - including eight from AMCC - transforming into livable yards what had been an expanse of dusty ground littered with construction debris and rocks. This year’s project was a few blocks away from where we’ve been working in recent years, around a duplex built by Habitat this past year.

Much of the day was spent simply shaping the land, hefting shovels and hauling wheelbarrows full of fill dirt and then topsoil to the space just to get a surface to put plants into. Just ask Charles and Tim DeMirjian, Mary Loiselle, Vicken Keshishian and Orla Reese about the muscles they never knew they had before (and felt the day after). After the earthmoving it was on to planting, with Pauline Karjian, Lisa Melian, Diane DeMirjian and the rest finding just the right spot for hostas, liriope and other plants and shrubs. Thankfully, it was a warm and sunny day, warmer than in past years and without the threat of rain. Everyone involved got a lot done -- fueled by snacks, lots of water and snappy conversation. And when it was done and everything watered in, we stood knowing we’d done a little to help a couple Habitat for Humanity families get settled into homes of their own.            - Orla Reese
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY


Join the first Women's Build Team working on homes in Armenia in partnership with the homeowners. Milana McLead will be leading the team from June 19 - July 3, 2004.  The team will spend a day working with the British Ambassador to Armenia, Thorda Abbott-Watt. 


Habitat for Humanity Armenia, an affiliate formed in December 1999, has already completed and dedicated 63 homes. They plan to finish 40 more homes in the coming year.  

For more info: Women's Build Global Village Team milana_mclead@hotmail.com.  

Habitat for Humanity Armenia www.hfharmenia.org
 BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS
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   Grace Lydia Sarian, daughter of Gregory and Laurel Sarian, received the sacrament of baptism on Sunday, May 9, 2004.  We rejoice with her parents, grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Harry Dulgarian, Betty Sarian, Hratch Sarian, and all members of Grace’s family.
PROCEDURE FOR BORROWING 

ITEMS FROM CHURCH


There is a sign-out sheet posted in the kitchen by the blackboard. There is also a sign-out sheet in the office. If you need to borrow an item from the church, please use one of these sheets, including the date borrowed. When the items are returned, be sure to cross your name off the sheet and also let Amy know. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

…from high school:

JOSEPH MOORE, son of Barbara and Michael Moore, grandson of Ed and Marian Buchakjian, graduates from Haverford High School. Joseph will be serving an apprenticeship as a finishing carpenter with a construction company.

JOHN KRIKOR GULEZIAN, son of James and Elaine Gulezian and grandson of John and Florence Gulezian, graduates from Ply.-Whitemarsh  HS.

John’s hard work and determination were the driving factors behind his achievement of the highest accomplishment in Boys Scouts; the attainment of the rank of Eagle Scout at the young age of fourteen. Also at the age of fourteen, he assumed complete responsibility for the entire scout troop as the Senior Patrol Leader.

Some of John’s more noteworthy community service projects include: the restoration of graves of Civil War and War of 1812 veterans and deployment of bird houses in the John Heinz Animal Refuge; volunteering in the Special Olympics; and participating in an archeological dig for the Plymouth Meeting Historical Society.

Since the age of nine, John has enjoyed playing the trumpet. John has been an active participant in the Jazz Band (where he was featured soloist), Concert Band and Orchestra. In addition, John was selected for the All-Montgomery County high school concert band. 

John was an honor-roll student throughout high school and a member of the National Honor Society. He balanced all this and a part-time job.

As a result of his accomplishments, John was among the 40 people of West Chester University’s 4700 incoming freshmen who were selected for the school’s Honors Program. John will be majoring in psychology and will minor in trumpet performance.

…from university:

MATTHEW MOORE, son of Barbara and Michael Moore, grandson of Ed and Marian Buchakjian, graduates from Drexel University. Matthew will be pursuing a career in music business management. He currently teaches guitar and has his own record label.
WITH THANKS…

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks: 

In loving memory of George Hagopian


Diana Apoian


Doris Bedrossian Bobb


Mary Dadourian


Seb & Alice Gertmenian

In loving memory of Kim Forrest


Elaine Farashian


Harry & Eileen Stephey

In loving memory of George & Elizabeth Jerjisian


Gloria, Robert,  & Theodore Sussman

In celebration of Virginia Reed’s 90th birthday


John & Marjorie Bogosian

Grace Ohnigian

John & Ruth Melian

In celebration of Yeprouhie Chopourian’s 90th birthday


Edward & Marian Buchakjian

In celebration of Roxie Gevjan’s 90th birthday


Mae Paulson

To the church


Rose Tashjian


Ashod & Dorothy Melikian


Mae Paulson

For Missions


Stephen Stepler & Susan Scarritt

 For the Youth Ministry


Stephen Stepler & Susan Scarritt

For the News Bulletin


Seb & Alice Gertmenian


Bessie Ruzian


DEADLINE  for the


July/August NEWS BULLETIN


--July 15, 2004 --








CAMP MENSCH MILL - Berks County


Adventure Camps, Appalachian Back Pack Trip, Canoe Camp, Grandparent & Me Camp


June – August, 2004


Registration Forms on the literature table.





SUMMER WORSHIP


JULY 11 – SEPTEMBER 5, 2004


10:00 am (note time change)





VOLUNTEER TEACHERS NEEDED!


During the summer months, teachers are needed for our one-room Sunday Schoolhouse. Teaching materials are available. Contact Pastor Gary or signup in the Narthex.











