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SCHEDULED SERVICES AND MEETINGS

Sunday Services

Meetings
Adult Bible Class
9:30 AM
Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, 8:00 PM

Morning Worship
11:00 AM
Christian Education Cmte
First Tuesday, 7:30 PM

Sunday School
11:00 AM
Board of Deacons
Second Tuesday, 7:30 PM

Fellowship Hour
12:15 PM
Board of Trustees
Second Tuesday, 7:30 PM
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THE BEST GIFTS TO GIVE

To your friend: loyalty 
  To your enemy: forgiveness 
  To your boss: service 
  To a child: a good example 
  To your parents: gratitude and devotion 
  To your mate: love and faithfulness

To all men and women: charity

To your God: your life.
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December 
2
Christian Education Committee (7:30 PM)  
3
Discipleship Group (7:30 PM)

4
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)





7
Worship Service – Sunday School (11 AM)  Second Sunday of Advent







               Adult Fellowship Family Christmas Dinner and Program



11
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)





14
Worship Service – Sunday School (11 AM)  Third Sunday of Advent, Youth Service



16
Board of Deacons and Trustees (8 PM)



17
Discipleship Group (7:30 PM)



18
Choir Rehearsal (8 PM)



21
Worship Service – Sunday School (11 AM)  Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Sunday


21
Deadline for articles for the January-February issue of the Monthly News Bulletin



24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (7:30 PM)



28
Worship Service – Sunday School (11 AM) First Sunday after Christmas

January
4
Worship Service – Sunday Schl (11 AM) Second Sunday after Christmas, Epiphany Sunday










Communion, Installation of Officers
6 Epiphany
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Dora Vacek

1-01
Giragos Chopourian
1-15
Millard Bekmezian
1-24

Alexandra Hayle Burns
1-02
Marjorie Chaney
1-16
Bill Owens

1-24

David Matthew Babaian
1-08
Mihran Bakalian
1-18
Alexa Hope Dervishian
1-25

Derek DeMirjian
1-10
Juliette Emily Makoulian
1-18
Florence Devedjian
1-28

Cynthia Hamill
1-10
Jack Kevorkian
1-19
Claire Cassell Momjian
1-28

Mike Paulson

1-11
Paul Doghramji, Jr.
1-19
Pauline Dedeian
1-31

Karl Doghramji
1-12
Cynthia Bentley
1-20
Diane Uber

1-31

Matthew Moore
1-13
John Paulson
1-23
Carol Paulson
1-31

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

The Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service will be held on December 24, 2003 beginning at 7:30 PM.

Everyone is invited to attend.

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE CHOIR
to help celebrate the Christmas season with special music which is being prepared for Christmas Sunday, Dec. 21 and the Christmas Eve service.  December choir rehearsals begin at 8 PM on Thursdays:  you are most welcome to attend any or all rehearsals.  Please contact Mary Loiselle through the church office (610-446-3330) or any choir member if you would like to sing.

POINSETTIAS IN THE SANCTUARY
Poinsettia plants will be placed in the sanctuary during Advent beginning December 14, 2003.  You can place your order with Florence Devedjian (610-399-9373) or Lucille Tashjian (610-793-2548, lmkto@webtv.net).  

The deadline for ordering is December 7, 2003.

FROM PASTOR GARY’S PEN. . .  (
“LOOK!  LOOK!”

In an article in the December 1995 issue of The Living Pulpit, Craig Barnes tells this story.  He was at his grandfather’s farm as a little boy and saw his first shooting star.  He rushed to his grandmother to tell her what he saw.  She said it meant that if you made a wish, it would come true.  He said, “Really?”  Then he told his grandfather about the big star.  He said it meant that someone had just died.  With big eyes, Craig Barnes said, “Really?”  Then he told his older brother.  Older brother said something about just studying this stuff in school.  He began to explain about passing meteors, light years and trajectories of light to Craig.  Craig said, “Oh.”  He said of this experience, “The wonder was gone, and in its place I now had the right answer.”

I have, too, long sought right answers.  I have been firmly entrenched in scientific insights about life and have no intention or interest in living without them.  But I must also acknowledge and nurture the other side of the scientific life—the yearning of the heart for wonder and amazement.  I see the wonder and joy a new discovery brings to my ten-year-old and I want that wonder and joy.  I’m tired of right answers;  give me a child-like wonder.  The problem is, I’m not a child.  I know too much.  I’ve seen too much CNN.  I’ve been disappointed too many times and the load of life lies heavy on my capacity for wonder.

But if there is ever a time when the right answer doesn’t work or fit, it is the Christmas event.  If ever there was a time for wonder and dreams, it is the Christmas season.  I love Christmas Eve in the church!  I’m used to packed crowds with all the new faces and anticipation and joy.  Perhaps churches are packed because we are searching for something.  Maybe this is more than just good music and a beautiful sanctuary and a chance to light a candle and sing.  Maybe we are guessing or hoping or dreaming that there is something more than a well-planned worship experience.  Maybe behind it all is some life-saving dream.

Christmas is about God’s own hope for God’s people.  It begins with an angel saying, “Don’t be afraid!”  God seems to be saying, “My people, life isn’t what you planned, but don’t be afraid.”  And from there it moves to the mystery—Emmanuel—God is with us.  Who can believe it?  We would really prefer to rise above the hurt and disappointment of this life.  But Christmas is about hope descending.  It doesn’t help us escape a thing;  after all, it descended all the way to a manger and eventually to a cross.  It…this hope…can certainly descend into our lives.  Maybe it is because of the dream of this descending hope that so many of us gather on Christmas Eve.

God is with us in the midst of how it is.  If God is with us, who knows what can happen!!!  And doesn’t that understanding bring wide eyes, and powerful dreams and, yes, even wonder as we stand by and observe what God brings in the midst of our lives.  Who knows what can happen when hope descends and God is present.  Doesn’t that make you want to dream big dreams, impossible dreams, dreams so large and wonderful that they can never hold an answer?  God with us!!!  With us!!!  Isn’t that reality like a child for the first time observing a bright star flying through space?  Can’t you see that child jumping up and down yelling without restraint, “Look!  Look!”  You can’t help but smile and enter their joy!

This Christmas, I want to be that child shouting without restraint, jumping up and down and yelling, “Look!  Look!”  Hope descending!!!  God with us!!!  I wonder what God is going to do!  I wonder…








Pastor Gary

NEW STAFF AT AMCC


I am very happy to be able to report that we have recently been able to hire two new staff persons to support and nurture the ministry of our congrega-tion.  Andrew Joyce  was recently hired as our youth pastor.  He has already been working and you have, perhaps, seen him about on a Sunday morning.  His job is to disciple the youth of our church and community.  He comes to us from First Baptist Church in Metuchen (NJ) where he was on the youth staff and mentored by a seasoned Youth Pastor.  He is currently a student at Phila. Bible College and plans to pursue his degree there.  We want to welcome Andrew and offer our support as he begins his ministry here.


Also, we are pleased to welcome our new church secretary, Amy Shumoski.  Amy is from Central Penna. And a 2001 graduate of Eastern College where she earned a degree in Youth Ministry.  She is Lutheran by background.  Amy rose to the top twenty or so candidates because she has had experience as a church secretary and will easily make herself at home in our church office.  We, too, want to welcome Amy and offer her our support and prayers.


I am thrilled that our ministry here is fully staffed now.  And I would ask that each of you be in prayer for the total staff of our church:  Daniel Babaian, Church Sexton;  Mary Loiselle, Director of Music;  Amy Shumoski, church secretary;  Andrew Joyce, Youth Pastor;  and Pastor Gary.

INTRODUCING ANDREW  JOYCE

Hi!  My name is Andrew Joyce and I am the new Youth Pastor here at AMCC.  I am very excited to be here and I am looking forward to being a part of what God is doing as He moves through the youth of this church.   

I’d like to tell you a little about myself.  From reading my name, I’m sure you can tell that I am not Armenian.  I am actually Irish, German, Slovakian and Polish.  How’s that for a mix?  I was raised in a number of different places along the east coast, including Virginia and New Jersey.  I was the fourth kid in a poor family and, at times, we relied on our local church to meet many of our needs.  Even though this was not a fun time for my family and me, it was during this trial in our lives that we learned to rely on God the most.  When I was fifteen, I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.  As I grew and matured, I began to place more of my trust in God and wanted Him to be a greater part of my life.  

After completing high school, I decided to ignore God’s calling for my life and follow my own plans.  God stepped in and provided a place where I could serve Him in a small church in Metuchen (NJ).  For five years, I ministered to the youth of that church.  During this time, God began touching my heart to serve Him in a different church.  I started searching for a church in need of a youth pastor, but my search seemed to be in vain.  I left my resume with countless churches and received negative (or no) responses.  One day, I received a phone call from a man named Gary Schongalla-Bowman saying that he had read my resume and was interested in talking.  After meeting together, Pastor Gary expressed to me that I might be the person he and his church were looking for.  

I began to pray for what God wanted with my life and the life of AMCC.  About a month and a half passed and I did not hear from Pastor Gary, but I continued to have AMCC on my heart.  Eventually, Tonimarie, my girlfriend, suggested that it might be a good idea to visit Havertown.  Pastor Gary had told me about how loving, caring and welcoming the people were, and he could not have been more right!  From the first day, everyone welcomed us with open arms and smiling faces.  Thank you, all, for showing such warmth.

At this time, I would like to take a moment to thank this church family for stepping out of your comfort zones to fulfill the call that God has put on your hearts to hire a youth pastor.   I am truly excited about ministering to you and the youth of this church, and thus fulfilling God’s calling to my life.  This is a great blessing for me, and I thank you.     —Andrew Joyce

LANCASTER SEMINARY SAYS

THANK YOU

Dear Friends of Lancaster Theological Seminary,

     Thank you for your recent contribution of $300 to the Friends Fund in support of the ministry of theological education at Lancaster Seminary.  Your support empowers us to continue our mission of preparing and strengthening leaders for the church.

     The church looks to its leaders to help Christians as they grapple with the challenges of living a faithful life.  Lancaster Seminary seeks, through its compre-hensive program of academic and practical education, to equip leaders to do just that.  Thank you for investing in that cause!
           [10/23/03]
Sincerely, 
Claude Dencler 



Vice Pres. for Development and Seminary Relations

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP


The threat of inclement weather—heavy rains, strong winds and even tornado warnings—did not deter our regulars from braving the dire forecasts!  We had a fine attendance, regardless!


Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian offered the invocation and, after the prayer, we were treated to an interval of quizzes prepared by James Makoulian with questions taken from the scriptures.  It was interesting and fun to see how much we had retained from our Sunday School teachers.  Thanks to Jim for bringing this to us; we enjoyed this program especially because it not only refreshed our memories but it was also informative.


It was now time for lunch.  We had wondered what we would do with all the food if there was a scant showing of diners, but we needn’t have worried, for not only did our friends arrive but they did justice to the tasty Shepherd’s Pie prepared by Lucille Tashjian and Marian Buchakjian—even going back for seconds!  Cindy Hamill supplied the accoutrements and, for dessert, there was Mae Paulson’s delicious cake that she baked and also the decadent cheesecake left from Sunday’s Rededication Banquet, both of which were promptly disposed of!


Lucille informed us that the contributions we made to the Home for the Armenian Aged in Lebanon (CAHL) had been received with thanks.


This will be the last of this fall’s meetings.  As we don’t meet during the winter months, we will take a three-month break until our next meeting in March. 


               —Araxie Hagopian

BOOK SIGNING

On October 31, 2003 at Ss. Sahag & Mesrob AAC, the Tekeyan Cultural Association of Phila. hostsed a dinner in honor of our own Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian, Pastor Emeritus and author of the historical novel, “Blessings in Bitter Cups.”

Charles DeMirjian, in presenting an overview of the book to an audience of about fifty, detailed the biographical events of the author, and then read excerpts from the prologue and epilogue which emphasized the similarities of his life to the story.  One excerpt, in particular, seems to evoke the essence of the book and defines Dr. Chopourian’s character.  When the son asks his mother how she dealt with adversity, she replies, “Life is ten percent about what happens to us.  But ninety percent is how we respond to events.  In our case, adversities were turned into possibilities because we faced them spiritually, with patience and courage.”


After a few brief comments by Dr. Chopourian, there was an opportunity to meet and greet the author and for him to sign books.


Book signings were also held in our church and also at the Armenian Evangelical Church of NY.





           —Florence Devedjian

PHILA. ARMENIAN-AMERICAN VETERANS REUNION

This year St. Gregory the Illuminator AAC sponsored the fifth annual Phila. Armenian-American Veteran Reunion on Sunday, November 9, 2003, held at Holy Trinity AAC.  The committee thanked the Parish Council for the use of Santerian Hall.


Our event is unique and the cooperative effort that brings us together is extraordinary!  This organization honors all Veterans from the tri-state area.  Sandra Selverian, president of the committee was commended for her outstanding leadership and guidance this year and past years, as well.  The clergy from the respective churches were also there to honor our veterans.


The guest speaker was U.S. Army Colonel George Juskalian (Ret.) who is, by the way, the first cousin of our own Mardie Juskalian.  Colonel Juskalian is a highly decorated officer and former prisoner of war.  In his remarks, he noted that we, unfortunately, seem to be taking our freedom for granted and that more people need to realize how precious the freedoms that we enjoy in this country really are.  Colonel Juskalian observed that no matter where you are in the world, the Armenian connection is a bond that can sustain you.


The program included a color guard procession with the presentation of colors, entertainment by the GI Girls, a delicious dinner buffet, a wreath presentation in remembrance of past veterans, and everyone joining in the singing of one verse of “God Bless America”.  It was a wonderful day to remember our veterans and to celebrate this special occasion with an attendance of over 300.


Our sixth annual Phila. Armenian-American Veterans Reunion will be Sunday, Nov. 14, 2004.  If there are any veterans or widows of veterans who would like to attend our next reunion and are not on the organization’s mailing list, please send your name and address to Howard S. Garabedian, 4801 Essex Lane, Mt. Laurel, NJ  08054 (856-778-5926).





—Howard S. Garabedian

REDEDICATION BANQUET

AND STEWARDSHIP DRIVE

[On November 16, 2003 was the annual Rededication Banquet, chaired by Paul and Kathy Doghramji.  While those attending enjoyed a chicken, pilav and beans dinner, they were watching slides of church activities from many years ago.  Instead of one speaker, four of our own members spoke to the group as each shared the importance of our church in their Christian life, and as a reaction to our church’s vision statement.  Speaking was Michael Kaiserian, Daniel Babaian, Don Uber, and Mrs. Virginia Reed.  Below is the text of Michael’s comments.]

The environment here is truly amazing.  Everyone knows everyone else, and if you don’t know someone, you will by the end of the day.  Not only do you know who the people around you are, but you also care about them.  Even people that I do not know very well will come up to me and talk to me about what is going on in my life.  The atmosphere is so energetic and joyful, and as I see it, there are many reasons for that.  It is not just that we are in church and praising the Lord, but also that everyone is so interested in what is going on in the lives of the youth and also their peers here.  After church, during coffee hour, everyone can find someone to talk to.  Even we, the kids, have become fully comfortable with talking to one another.  You have created a special and loving place for us.


Another example:  I believe that you would immediately notice if there is someone new sitting in a pew…and with the speed that Armenians spread news—if one persons knows, everyone knows.  I have seen where those who noticed the newcomer have gone up to the person during coffee hour and found out who they are in order to get to know that person and welcome him or her.


I think that it is great that there is such a large Armenian community in our area.  Not only is there a large community, but we all have ways of interacting with each other.  Because the Armenian community is so active and involved, we begin to see familiar people all over the place.  Whether it be as a result of going to the bazaars at other churches or going to the Armenian Sisters’ Academy or its events, we all come to know others with our same background.  I appreciate how our church takes an active role in the community.  Very often, though, members of other Armenian churches wonder who we are and how we worship.  There is some work to be done to let them know who we are.


Another place that is great for the youth to meet people with similar backgrounds is on AEYF conventions.  On the last convention, in October, I went by myself, thinking that it would be hard.  I traveled to Paramus (NJ) and then to Boston with the Paramus youth group.  On the way to Boston, on the way back and during the convention, I met Armenians from all over the northeastern states and southeastern Canada.  I thank the church for supporting the youth in our travels to meet others and learn more about our life in Jesus Christ together.


Armenian Martyrs’ is a special part of my life because each of you shares your love and concern, and this adds to the richness of our lives.  Thank you.

“VISION STATEMENT”
[March 15, 2003]

The Armenian Martyrs’ Cong’l Church

will be a church community

that is Christ-centered, 

spiritually alive,

growing in worship attendance,

Armenian- and community-based, 

inclusive and diverse.
COME AND GET IN 

THE REAL CHRISTMAS SPIRIT


For the past ten years, every December 24th at 8 AM, a group meets in Cherry Hill (NJ), forms a prayer circle and then begins a mission to tell children about the birth of our Savior and to help deliver gifts and like-new bicycles to hundred of inner-city children in Camden.


If you join us, you and a partner will be knocking on unsuspecting doors, telling parents you are here to celebrate the birth of Christ and asking if there are any children in that home who would like gifts or a bike.  If there are, you will escort them to the truck area and watch “your” children’s eyes light up as they select their gifts or bikes, then help carry these items home as you tell them that Jesus loves them very much.  This odyssey continues until all the gifts are given—at about 2 PM in rain, snow, sleet, freezing weather or, hopefully, sunshine.


This ministry, call The New Covenant, is led by a few wonderful Christian men who need helpers to deliver the gifts they have purchased and the bikes they have refurbished.  Come, feel the love and the real spirit of Christmas.  Contact Ruth Melian if you would like to participate (856-667-7256).

EUNICE KAVJIAN

Eunice Kavjian was born Yevnige Kavjian on January 15, 1910, in Kaiseri, Turkey. She was the second child of Mihran, a merchant, and Annig (nee Mostichian), a school teacher. Eunice had two brothers, Puzant and Edward.
During the massacres, her family was “smuggled” from Turkey by a Greek uncle, Christo Jeannides. The family traveled to America, reaching Ellis Island in 1920. 
After staying with Mostichian relatives in New York, the family settled in West Philadelphia with other members of the Kavjian family. Later, they moved to 52nd and Warren Streets, where Eunice's parents owned and operated a tailor shop. Mihran learned to press suits, and Annig did alterations. Eunice's older brother Puzant, who had developed sleeping sickness before leaving Turkey, died in 1933. Her father died of a heart attack in 1946. Eunice cared for her mother through a lengthy illness until Annig's death in February, 1963. 

Eunice graduated from West Philadelphia High School and entered Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. After graduating and working for several years, she decided that pharmacy didn't suit her. She continued her education at the prestigious Philadelphia General Hospital School of Nursing from 1938-1941. After graduation, she worked as a hospital nurse as well as a private-duty nurse.

Eunice's love for children led her to become an elementary school nurse. She worked in the Chichester and Boothwyn school districts, and was loved by the schoolchildren. Many children gave her signed school photos year after year. They would stop by to see her even when they weren't sick. Eunice retired on July 15, 1976 at the age of 66. She was surprised with a beautiful retirement party given by her colleagues. 

Though she never married or had children of her own, Eunice always loved children. She took an active role in the lives of Eddie Jr., Carol, Joyce, David, and Judy, her brother, Edward and her sister-in-law, Grace's five children. Eunice was an active church member, enjoyed being a part of the Ladies Aid Society, and worked as the church secretary for one year. She was dedicated to young people, and served as advisor to our Pilgrim Fellowship youth group for many years. She attended regular Sunday evening meetings, and chaperoned out-of-town conventions and other youth group activities. Everyone lovingly referred to her as "Aunt Eunice”. Kind as she was, Eunice was also a very firm disciplinarian, insisting upon proper behavior and good manners.

Eunice loved to travel. She made frequent trips to visit her cousin Alice in California. She adored Disneyland. She also loved the seashore. In 1978, Eunice's dream came true when she purchased a condominium at The Gardens Plaza in Ocean City, NJ. She cherished her summers there, in close company with her brother Ed's family and the Bogosian family. Since cooking was one of her hobbies, she enjoyed sharing her delicacies with all of her new Gardens Plaza friends. She continued to enjoy summers at the seashore until failing health prevented her from doing so.

In 1996, Eunice moved to Bryn Mawr Terrace, later to Sunrise of Westtown, and most recently to Barclay Friends in West Chester. She truly enjoyed the visits from her extended church family. Her caregivers loved and respected her because of her cheerful outlook and warm smile. She loved to sit up late at night with the teenage staff at Sunrise, talking with them and offering lots of advice. She taught them Armenian history as well as words and phrases.

Eunice’s health continued to decline until she passed away peacefully on October 27th, 2003, surrounded by her Kavjian family who loved her so dearly. Eunice is survived by brother Edward (Grace), cousin Alice Gertmenian (Seb), nieces and nephews Edward (Mary Jo), Carol Kaiserian (Ed), Joyce Stephenson (Pete), David (Maureen), and Judy Owens (Bill), and fifteen great nieces and nephews.  Our condolences to her entire family.

In Eunice’s memory, the following made contributions to our church:

Dr. & Mrs. Javad Abdollahian

June & Lucille Balukjian

Nadin Rejin Bazirganian

Doris Bedrossian Bobb

Millard Bekmezian

John & Marge Bogosian

John Paul Bogosian

Ara & Suzanne Bouloutian

Ed & Marian Buchakjian

Leslie R. Buck

John & Mildred Carley

Rocky Caruso

Nevart Dagdigian

Charles & Diane DeMirjian

Hagop L. DerKrikorian, M.D.

John & Florence Devedjian

Elaine Farashian

Howard B. & Rose Garabedian             (continued on next page)

Howard S. Garabedian

Seb & Alice Gertmenian

John & Florence Gulezian

Lynne D. Gulezian

Araxie Hagopian

George Hagopian

John & Cynthia Hamill

Robert & Joanne Ikeler

Jerry Jemelyan

Mardie Juskalian

Rose Kahenza

Edward & Carol Kaiserian

Sara Kaiserian

Dr. Edward & Grace Kavjian

Edward, Jr. & Mary Jo Kavjian

David & Maureen Kavjian

Vicken & Jeannette Keshishian

Stephen & Elizabeth Kraynik

Edward & Joan Kurkian
James & Sona Makoulian

Anna Mason and daughters Carol, Barbara, Suzanne

John & Ruth Melian

Albert & Esther Momjian

F. James Mukhalian

Richard & Gay Mukalian

Grace Ohnigian

Paul & Shoushanik Oflazian

William & Judy Owens

Manuel & Ellinor Parseghian

John & Debra Paulson

Mae K. Paulson

Joyce Shenian

Hasmik Simonian, M.D. & Gregory Simonian

James & June Singley

Rose Snyder

Peter & Joyce Stephenson

Harry & Eileen Stephey

Jack & Lucille Tashjian

Edward & Vivian Tekirian

Haig Torigian

Donald & Diane Uber

Joseph & Victoria Vosbikian

Paul & Zabelle Zartarian

Doctors Hassan & Pouran Zekavat

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES

IN THE JANUARY-FEBRUARY BULLETIN IS DECEMBER 21, 2003
CHARLES DeMIRJIAN, GUEST SPEAKER

Our sister church in New York, the Armenian Evangelical Church of New York, celebrated its 107th anniversary with a banquet on Sunday, November 9, 2003 in its social hall.  As the invited guest speaker, Charles presented a formal talk entitled:  “Our Church Today:  A View from the Pew.”  The talk centered on our Armenian Evangelical churches in the United States, particularly New York and Havertown, regarding how we started, where we are, and where we may be heading.  Anyone interested in a copy may contact Charles or the church office.

HAPPENINGS

*You can catch Matthew and Peter Momjian in this season’s performances of A Christmas Carol at the Hedgerow Theater.  Matthew and Peter are the sons of Bruce and Christine (Nuyujukian) Momjian and the grandchildren of the Rev. Dr. Soghomon Nuyujukian and Set and Joan Momjian.

*Recently more hand-knitted hats and scarves were delivered to the AMAA offices to be sent to Armenia.  Thanks to Marian Buchakjian, Mae Paulson, Rebecca Karjian and Nadia Bezirganian for the over 200 hats and scarves they knitted for this project.

*Anyone reading the Lexus magazine for the third quarter of 2003, will learn about the resurrection of the skill of making beautiful handwoven rugs in Armenia.  The industry is the brainchild of James Tufenkian from Salem, Oregon.  www.tufenkian.com
*In the Armenian Reporter, it was pointed out that this year’s Nobel Prize in Medicine was awarded to two scientists “for their discoveries concerning magnetic resonance imaging” and not to Dr. Raymond Damadian who made the original breakthrough discovery on which MRI technology is based.   Individuals interested in encouraging the Nobel Prize Committee to correct this error can use this address:  secr@mednobel.ki.se
MISSIONS THANKS

Our thanks to all those who donated bicycles (to be repaired and refurbished) for the children in Camden.  Special thanks to John Paulson who delivered them for us.

THANK YOU
The family of Eunice Kavjian wishes to express their thanks and appreciation to all those who sent cards and expressions of sympathy after Eunice’s death.  





         The Kavjian Family
OCTOBER LINEN DRIVE A SUCCESS

Our congregation responded enthusiastically to our special appeal for linens to be distributed to Life Center’s four homeless shelters in Delaware County, and to PRIME-ECR, an organization which helps to settle newly arrived refugees.

You contributed much needed sheets, towels, towels, bedspreads, pillows, toiletries and also made monetary donations.

Thank you for your caring spirit and your generosity.                  Stewardship and Missions Committee

ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL UNION OF NORTH AMERICA

 17th BIENNIAL CONVENTION

June 23-27, 2004

Piccadily Inn University, Fresno

THEME:  WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?
HOST:  Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church

The Rev. Ara Guekguezian, Pastor

WITH THANKS…

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks:

In loving memory of George D. Kalemkarian, missed by his wife, Victoria, and children 

Victoria C. Kalemkarian
In loving memory of Ronald P. Cassel, father of Gail Momjian
John & Florence Gulezian 
For the Missions Committee


Steve Stepler & Susan Scarritt

With thanks for the 2003-04 Church Directory


Doris Bedrossian Bobb

For the News Bulletin


Samuel Devedjian



Ethel N. Nielsen (nee Nersesian)



Philip & Rose Paregian



Martin & Virginia Tourigian
SOCKS FOR THE HOMELESS


Once again, we are requesting socks for the homeless.   A number of homeless men spend winter nights at our sister UCC church, Old First Church in Philadelphia.  The socks will be distributed to them later in December. Socks should be new and warm, wrapped in holiday paper, two pairs to a package.  Please bring your donations on Dec. 7 to put under the tree at the Family Christmas Dinner, or by the following week.  Thank you.

FORTY-DAY CAMPAIGN

For the past few years, our church has not held any seminars but now, the Christian Education Committee is planning something special for 2004!


The Committee is making plans to have the whole church and interested friends of the church involved in a six-week seminar based on the New York Times best-selling book, The Purpose-Driven Life, by Pastor Rick Warren.  The seminar is called, “The Forty-Days of Purpose Campaign” because you commit to read a short chapter from the book every day for forty days during Lent, and meet once a week for six weeks for small group discussion.  I read about this forty-day campaign in my local paper and in the same week I was talking to Joan and Ed Kurkian, who now live in Florida.  They were so excited about being involved in this campaign in their UCC church.  They are now in their fourth week and they both think it is wonderful.


Just to give you some facts about the book and the campaign:  The book, The Purpose-Driven Life, has sold over ten million copies and has been on the New York Times best-seller list for forty-four weeks—last week it was #2.  The campaign material provided to churches to get them involved in this six week seminar based on the book has been available for one year.  So far, 8,000 churches have gone through the campaign…that’s about three million people in forty countries.


Here is a quote about the book written by Lee Strobel, author of The Case for Christ:  “If you read one book on what life is all about—make it this one.  This book is life-changing.  Rick Warren is absolutely brilliant at explaining our real purpose on earth and stating profound truths in simple ways. … You’ll never be the same after reading it.”  Our own Anna Marie Benlian will attest to that because she has read it and felt it was life-changing.


This campaign will begin the week of February 21, 2004 and will continue through the forty days of Lent.  If you are interested or want to learn more, we ask you to call the church office or Ruth Melian (356-667-7256) because we will be ordering books and materials for you.  I hope this preview of coming attractions has whet your appetite!  



 —Ruth Melian
ADDRESS REMINDER

Whether you are moving across town, flying south for the winter or north for the summer—please remember to let the office know where to send your monthly News Bulletin.   We are charged by the post office for each piece of returned mail.







“Do not be afraid; for see—

I am bringing good news of great joy

for all the people:

to you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
(Luke 2:10-11)
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We deeply appreciate the generous gifts to our Deacons’ Fund from all those named above

who share the glad tidings of Christmas with all our readers and with God’s needy children.

