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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

The church family and friends were invited to a very special birthday party for a very special man. On Sunday, January 18, 2004, a record number of people braved the slippery roads to attend the celebration of the Rev. Dr. Giragos H. Chopourian’s 90th Birthday.
The invitation included the Sunday worship service where Badveli Chopourian offered the sermon. He chose Mark 12:28-34 as the scripture of the morning, reminding everyone of the commandment that “…the Lord our God is the one Lord and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” With this as his basis, Badveli took the congregation on his spiritual journey—beginning from his experiences as a young man, forward to the present. He “warned” that his theological views expressed that day might not be to everyone’s liking.
Following the worship service, the congregation was invited to the social hall which had been lovingly decorated by the Chopourian daughters. There were many people present to honor Dr. Chopourian, including family from overseas, former co-workers from the AMAA offices, former students, colleagues, relatives and friends. The extended Chopourian family, with children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren were also present and everyone enjoyed a luncheon of Armenian food as they visited with one another.
Son-in-law, Harry Stephey, on behalf of the family, thanked everyone for honoring Dr. Chopourian in this way. A number of individuals came to the microphone and spoke informal words of appreciation to Badveli Chopourian, including his grandchildren. The Saturday morning men’s breakfast group, SANE, and also our church announced that they had sent contributions in Badveli’s honor to the AMAA for child sponsorships in the Middle East. Everyone enjoyed the birthday cakes, including the one inscribed with Dr. Chopourian’s portrait!
This was a wonderful opportunity to honor the 90th birthday of an important and beloved person in the life of our church, and to express a fraction of our debt of gratitude to him. A few weeks later, on Sunday, Feb. 22, 2004 we again had the opportunity to celebrate with the Chopourian family—this time the 90th birthday of Mrs. Yeprouhie Chopourian!
Congratulations to both Badveli and Mrs. Chopourian for reaching this milestone. 
VARTANANTZ 2004
On Thursday, February 19, 2004, the Armenian Inter-Communal Committee invited the clergy and members of all five Philadelphia churches to our sanctuary to participate in a Vartanantz service of remembrance. Although the actual battle happened later in the spring, commemorating the date on the Thursday before Ash Wednesday helps usher in the Lenten season. Over 140 attended.
Dr. André Garabedian, the Chairman of the Committee, welcomed everyone and thanked our pastor and boards for hosting this event. A brief service of remembrance was then conducted with the participation of our own pastor, and the pastors of the other Armenian churches: the Very Rev. Armenag Bedrossian (St. Mark’s Armenian Catholic Church), the Rev. Fr. Tateos Abdalian (Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church), the Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoon Najarian (Ss. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church), and the Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian (St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church). Since Father Haigazoon had lost his voice, the Rev. Paree Metjian (Ss. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church, ret.) was present to speak his part. Mrs. Rolande Piligian also offered a dramatic recitation, written by Vahan Tekeyan.
This year, for the main part of the commemoration, the Inter-Communal Committee decided to invite several young people of our community to present their thoughts about the sacrifice of Vartan and his men. Our own Danielle Uber, a 2003 Armenian Sisters’ Academy graduate, shared with us how important it is to carry Vartan’s courage and determination with us. She is currently attending a non-Armenian high school and finds that Vartan’s lessons are important to apply to her daily life. Armen Bakalian, a freshman at Ursinus College and grandson of the late Grace Bakalian, spoke in Armenian. He told those assembled about a worthy descendent of Vartan—Diana Aghapeg Apcar—a brave woman and the only ambassador to Japan that Armenia has ever had. Armen related how he discovered recently that, during the time of the Genocide and at great expense and risk to herself, Ambassador Apcar received the permission of the Japanese government to provide the necessary papers to many Armenians so that they might flee the massacres and enter the United States via Vladivostok and Japan. The final speaker was Julie Hoplamazian, who is currently studying youth ministry at Princeton Theological Seminary. Julie intrigued us by showing how the battle of Avarair had many visual images that could be incorporated into a great movie. She also reminded us that the movie would also have to contain other elements, especially the love story between the embattled Armenians and God.
For the concluding parts of the service the congregation sang two Vartanantz songs. This was followed by a few comments and a closing prayer, both given by Pastor Gary Schongalla-Bowman. Everyone was invited to the social hall for refreshments and fellowship. Many thanks to the women who provided these enjoyable refreshments. Thanks also to St. Mark’s Church for providing to each person attending, a picture of Vartan to wear.
The Inter-Communal Committee is to be commended for offering young people an opportunity to speak to a gathering of the members of the five churches. Perhaps this could be an important feature of the Vartanantz celebrations in the future. 

KICKOFF FOR 40 DAYS OF PURPOSE

For months the 40 Days Committee has been preparing for the February 21st Kickoff Simulcast Dinner and the six-week program. When they entered the Narthex for the Kickoff, guests were warmly greeted and given name tags as they signed up or confirmed their Host Homes for the six-week sessions that would begin the following week.  
Our social hall, which was decorated by Marge Bogosian, looked inviting, festooned in blue and yellow with a large banner on our stage curtain that read “40 DAYS OF PURPOSE – A JOURNEY OF SPIRITUAL RENEWAL. ”The centerpiece on each table, which was sitting on a Bible, was a cross with the writing, “A Purpose Driven Life.” 

About 100 guests enjoyed a delicious dinner, which started with an antipasto appetizer created by Howard S. Garabedian. Our co-chairs for the dinner, Rose Garabedian and Lucille Tashjian, made both a delicious meat and vegetable lasagna, topped with gourmet sauces created by Jack Tashjian. A garden salad and Mother’s cheesecake completed the menu.  

Two thousand, nine hundred churches across the nation joined us on this special day, as we played an inspirational video by Pastor Rick Warren, which asked the question, “What on Earth Am I Here For.” The New York Times best-selling book, by Rick Warren, “The Purpose Driven Life,” was distributed to all of the participants and the group facilitators picked up Study Guides for all who would be attending their sessions. 

We have 120 people, signed up for the six-week sessions at many host homes and at our church. These sessions take place on different days of the week and at different times. Participants read a short chapter of the book everyday for 40 days and meet once a week in small groups to watch a 20-minute video by Rick Warren and then have a one-hour discussion on the topic, led by a facilitator. Pastor Gary and our Worship Team are planning inspirational church services for each of the six weeks, following the theme for the week. We pray that God will use the 40 Days of Purpose to grow a deeper faith and commitment in the life of each participant.                       Ruth Melian, Campaign Director 

CHOIR
The Choir has dined royally the last two Thursday evenings in January. Thanks to Marian and Ed Buchkajian and Florence and John Devedjian for hosting the meals. The first evenings entrée was skewered chicken and veggie kabobs while the second Thursday was cheese ravioli with meatballs. Both meals were replete with hors d’oeuvres, salad, and desserts. Not only did they cook and serve, but did total cleanup. Marian, Ed, Florence, and John, we thank you for your hard work and thoughtful recognition of our efforts. 

Mary Loiselle, Choir Director
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP

The Senior Fellowship will resume its meetings on Wednesday, March 17th at 10:30 a.m., in the Fellowship Hall.

In addition to the fun of getting together again, we are in for a treat.  Mary Loiselle has arranged for her friend to come and be our first program. Karen MacKay -- "The West Virginia Woman" -- is proficient in playing many instruments native to her home.  Her love of string music, storytelling, singing, and folk wisdom was passed down through many generations; leading to her unique style based on love and understand of people of all ages.   Karen kindly shares her God-given musical talents entertaining at Senior homes, centers, and groups such as ours.

Please come on time so we can do our "catching up", enjoy Karen's program, then savor a lunch of lasagna, salad, and desserts. OK, mark this special date on your calendar and we'll see you on the 17th.

YOUTH MINISTRY
These are exciting times here at AMCC’s youth ministry. God is doing some incredible things. We are now getting ready for our winter convention to be held in Montreal, Quebec on March 19th-21st.  I am expecting 8-10 (or more!) of our teens to attend. Some of our teens have gone to AEYF conventions before and are excited at the prospect of seeing old friends again and making new ones. We are also inviting other area Armenian teens who want to be apart of this amazing retreat. If you know of any teenagers who would like to attend please contact me at the church (610-446-3330).

The teens are now in the process of creating their very own youth room and have developed a wish list. If you are interested in and would like to help out this ministry in any way, please contact me at the church and I will be able to tell you how you can support the youth. I would also like to take this time to thank everyone for their prayers over these past few months on behalf of this ministry, and to let you know that the youth ministry (and that includes me) desperately needs you to continue praying for us. May the grace of our savior Jesus Christ be with you all.

              Andrew Joyce, Youth Pastor

IN THE NEWS

IN THE NEWS

*The current issue of National Geographic has an article on Armenians which you may wish to read. Go online to read an interesting excerpt of the article:http://magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0403/feature2/index.html On this site, you will also find a number of equally interesting links, including an extensive one on Armenian history: http://armenianhistory.info/index.htm

*Also of interest and currently online: “The Online Magazine for International Literature” (translated into English) features Siamanto’s St. Mesrob Cycle, a series of four poems translated by Susan Barba. The article includes an analysis of the poems. www.wordswithoutborders.org

*Congratulations to Barbara Benglian. She has been in the Philadelphia Inquirer a number of times recently regarding her contribution to the excellent choral music program at Upper Darby High School and the achievements of her students.

HRANT SAHELIAN

Hrant Sahelian was born in Damascus, Syria in 1927 and had the occasion to travel to France immediately after the Second World War to study optics. He later returned to Syria and established a successful eyeglass shop in Damascus—one of only two at that time. He met Jacqueline in Beirut, Lebanon and they married in 1954. They were soon blessed with two sons, Ara and Raffi.

The political events of Syria in the early 1960s dictated that they relocate to Beirut. Continued turmoil in the Middle East and their son’s battle with polio would dictate that the family move again, this time to the United States. The family immigrated in 1970 and settled in Philadelphia. They found a “home” at the Armenian Martyrs’ Cong. Church and became very active in all aspects of church life. Together with a childhood acquaintance from Damascus, Hrant started the “Philadelphia Lens Coating Company”, filling the demand for multicolor prescription lenses, which were so popular in the early 1970s.

Hrant and Jacqueline moved to Los Angeles in the mid-1980s to join their sons, and bought “The Buccaneers Smoke Shop” in the San Fernando Valley, well known for a large wooden Indian standing at the entrance of the cigar shop. Ironically, the Indian was stolen shortly before the business was sold.

Not long ago, Hrant retired and, with Jacqueline, they settled in a retirement community south of Los Angeles, aptly called “Leisure World”. His first quest, as always, was to find Armenian families with whom they could socialize. And he did. His friends will remember him for having a terrific sense of humor and a love for the company of Armenians.

Hrant died suddenly and yet unexpectedly on January 24, 2004 as the result of his ongoing battle with a weakened heart. He is survived by his wife of nearly fifty years, Jacqueline, and his two sons. Ara, a trial lawyer, is married to Shelly (nee Mayernick) who currently teaches music in the public schools but who was our church organist for many years. Their daughter, Allegra, is eleven years old. Raffi is a physician.

Memorial services will be held at the Good Shepherd Catholic Church (Los Angeles) on March 7, 2004 at 3 PM with the Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji officiating. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the Armenian Missionary Assn.

Cards/notes may be sent in care of Mr. Ara Sahelian (please call the church office for address).  

ELECTED OFFICERS
-not complete-

The following are the officers of the church for 2004.

Moderator:  Marian Buchakjian

Vice Moderator: Tim DeMirjian

Trustee Chair:  Marge Bogosian

Assistant Trustee Chair: John Hamill

Treasurer:  Carol Kaiserian

Assistant Treasurer: James Gulezian

Clerk:   Grace Ohnigian

Members of the Board of Deacons:

Pauline Karjian

Paul Paulson

Paul Doghramji, M.D.

Diane Uber

Daniel Babaian

Eileen Stephey

Members of the Board of Trustees:

Jeannette Keshishian

Tina Makoulian Santangelo

Marine Selverian

Ed Buchakjian

Christian Education Committee:

Ruth Melian, Chair

Anna Marie Benlian, Co-Sun.Schl.Sup.

Jeannette Keshishian, Co-Sun.Schl.Sup.

Debra Paulson

Joan Momjian

Endowment Committee:

Mardie Juskalian, Chair

John Bogosian

Don Uber

Pastor: The Rev. Gary Schongalla- Bowman

Youth Pastor: Andrew Joyce

Church Secretary: Amy Shumoski

Choir Director: Mary Loiselle

STEWARDSHIP & MISSIONS

The Stewardship and Missions committee is planning to take dinner to the homeless shelter at Old First Reformed Church on Saturday evening, April 3. If you would like to participate, please call Diane DeMirjian (610-565-1834).

MISSIONS COMMITTEE

The Missions Committee will be conducting a church-wide FOOD DRIVE commencing Sunday, April 18th.    You may bring in your donations of non-perishable items OR make a monetary donation to be used to purchase fresh food items.    The drive will continue until we have fulfilled Pastor Gary's challenge "to fill up his pick-up truck!" with our donations for those in need.


BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS. . .

*. . .to Christopher and Arsha (Stephey) Cipolloner on the baptism of their daughter, Alison Grace,

*. . .and  to  Jeff  and  Jennifer  (Stephey)  Cave  on the baptism  of  Dylan Harry.  Both  children  were baptized on Sunday, January 11, 2004 by their maternal great-grandfather, the Rev. Dr. Giragos H. Chopourian. May the Lord bless the children and their families.

BIRTHS

*Congratulations to Robert and Sarah (Hepp) Burkey on the birth of twins Peter Edward and Brook Linne on January 17, 2004 in Oregon. The twins are the grandchildren of Edward and Frances (Sarafian) Hepp and the great-grandchildren of Rocky and the late June (Sarafian) Caruso.
WITH THANKS…
Dear Christian Friends,      

What a lovely custom has been established by the knitting of hats, mittens and other items for children in Armenia. We thank you for your participation in this project and acknowledge your gift of 38 hats and one scarf.

May God bless you and give you strength as you carry on with your labor of love.

Yours sincerely, Harout Darakdjian

* * * * * *

Dear Friends,

I want to thank you for your generous donation of $100 and large bags of sheets, blankets and towels in December 2003 to PRIME-ECR. 

Please know that your donation is highly appreciated. 

Thanks again, and may God bless you.

Sincerely, Armineh Edgarian

* * * * * * 

January 25, 2004

My Dear Pastor Gary,

The enclosed check to the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church is in appreciation of my loving ‘son-in-love’ Harry Stephey’s and my daughter Eileen’s selfless efforts in organizing the celebration of my ninetieth birthday.

While within the circle of the family thanks are offered and accepted with grace, for this celebration much time and planning were expended by this couple, who are extremely busy all the time, requiring the knowledge of the entire church fellowship.

They received acceptance messages, kept a list of those who would attend, found a caterer and worked out a menu for the luncheon, set up and decorated the tables, provided a large cake and added home-made desserts. Additionally, they were assisted by Eileen’s two sisters and their husbands (Vera and Thomas Bailey and Vicky and Thomas Gehrt), as well as the grandchildren.

 Yeprouhie and I take great pride in them and are most grateful for the way they take us under their wings for protection and service.

Signed, Your Dad and Mom

(Giragos and Yeprouhie Chopourian)

* * * * *

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks: 

In loving memory of Eunice Kavjian


Edward Kavjian
In celebration of Rev. Chopourian’s 90th birthday


Donald & Diane Uber


Ed & Carol Kaiserian


Rev. Mouses Janbazian


Charles & Diane DeMirjian


Mae Paulson


Sirouhie Bardizbanian


Paul Santangelo


Mardie Juskalian


Mr. & Mrs. Kosrof Pakhtigan


George Hagopian


Sara Kaiserian


Betty Sarian


Ed & Marian Buchakjian


Howard & Rose Garabedian


Andrew & Rose Torigian


Charles & Sonya Bulkey


William & Karen Kozel

In celebration of Cynthia Hamill’s birthday


Karen Kludjian

To the church


Jack & Leila Kevorkian

In honor of Luke Borkowski’s baptism


Harry & Alice Dorian


David & Sylvia Borkowski

To the News Bulletin


Nadin Bazirganian


Harry Balukjian


Anne Dayian

In loving memory of Puzant & Esther Balukjian


Harry Balukjian

In loving memory of Marion Sarian


Harry Balukjian

To the youth program


Harry Balukjian
In honor of Florence Devedjian’s hard work


Edward & Joan Kurkian

In loving memory of Noury & Lydia Ounjian


Anne Dayian

In loving memory of Khoren & Victoria Ounjian


Anne Dayian

In loving memory of Florence Sevag


Anne Dayian

In appreciation of Ed Buchkajian’s recent kindness


Anonymous

In support of the 40 Days of Purpose  event


Charles & Diane 

DEADLINE  for the


APRIL NEWS BULLETIN


--March 21, 2004 --








Palm Sunday


Sunday – April 4, 2004  11:00AM





Maundy Thursday Dinner & Communion Service


Thursday - April 8, 2004  7:00PM





Easter Sunday


Sunday – April 11, 2004  11:00AM























THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD


     There was once a Shakespearean actor who was known everywhere for his one-man show of readings and recitations from the classics.   He would always end his performance with a dramatic reading of Psalm 23. Each night, without exception, as the actor began his recitation--"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want"--the crowd would listen attentively.   At the conclusion of the psalm, they would rise in thunderous applause in appreciation of the actor's incredible ability to bring the verses to life.


     One night, just as the actor was to give his Psalm 23 rendition, a young man in the audience stood and made an unusual request.  (continued)
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