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SCHEDULED SERVICES AND MEETINGS

Sunday Services

Meetings
Adult Bible Class
9:30 AM
Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, 8:00 PM

Morning Worship
11:00 AM
Adult Fellowship
First Monday, 8:00 PM

Sunday School
11:00 AM
Board of Deacons
Second Tuesday, 7:30 PM

Fellowship Hour
12:15 PM
Board of Trustees
Second Tuesday, 7:30 PM
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The meeting of Nov. 23, 2003 following the worship service was called to order by our moderator  Harry Stephey. The minutes of the previous congregational meeting were read and accepted. The new slate of officers for the year 2004 was presented to the congregation and approved.

Our next order of business concerned the recommended change of Pastor Gary’s role among us: from interim to full-time pastor.  Under the United Church of Christ terminology, this is called “Stated Supply Pastor”, a designation for those congregations needing a longer amount of time seeking a permanent pastor, and who need a different relationship than an interim pastorate would suggest. A short discussion, primarily for clarification, was followed by a closed ballot vote. The response was a resounding “yes.”

Marge Bogosian, Chair of the Trustees, thanked Mary Loiselle for her exceptional ministry of music. Marge introduced our new youth director, Mr. Andrew Joyce, and our new church secretary, Ms. Amy Shumoski to the congregation.

Marge continued by congratulating our new church officers and thanked all members who have completed their term this year.

The budget for the year 2004 was presented to the congregation with a request to each of us to consider increasing our pledge substantially for the New Year. Rev. Gary was thanked for sharing his cooking skills with his “flock” and feeding them on three different occasions during Stewardship month.

Harry reminded the congregation that our church’s by-laws are being updated and those who wish to be heard in this regard should see Joan Momjian, Chair.

The congregation adjourned and gathered in the fellowship hall to celebrate the 94th birthday of Dorothy Baldadian with “goodies” happily provided by the Melian family.
        —Grace Ohnigian, Clerk
ANNUAL MEETING

Reminder to chairpersons of organizations:

deadline for submitting news articles

— January 11, 2004—

ANNUAL

FAMILY CHRISTMAS DINNER
Sunday, December 7, 2003 was the original date set for our Annual Family Christmas Dinner sponsored by the Adult Fellowship.  Because of a bad snowstorm that hit the east coast, the dinner was canceled and rescheduled for the following Sunday, December 14th.  Wouldn’t you know, it snowed again on the 14th!  Fear not!  We proceeded to hold our dinner.  The weather outside was frightful but the dinner inside was delightful!

Did you know that Mary Doghramji and Marge Bogosian started our Annual Family Christmas Dinner over thirty years ago?  For many years these ladies chaired the event and Marge was the chef many times.  This year, John Devedjian was our chairperson. Thanks, John, for a job well done and thanks to all your helpers.

By the end of the worship service, our church hall was warm and inviting from both the sights and the smells.  Our Christmas tree was aglow with white lights and the stage beautifully decorated with huge poinsettia plants.  Under the tree were gifts of warm socks wrapped for the homeless men at the shelter at Old First Church in Philadelphia, waiting to be delivered later.  Our dining tables were beautifully arranged—all this with thanks to Marge Bogosian and Marian Buchakjian.  Our very capable and witty emcee for the afternoon was none other that Dr. Paul Doghramji.  After the blessing, given by Rev. Karjian, the youth of the church (Jenika and Derek DeMirjian, Anna Selverian, Mike Kaiserian, Alex Doghramji, Alexa Ikeler) served about 80 guests a wonderful meal prepared by Jim & Sona Makoulian.  We enjoyed a relish tray, lule kebob, pilaf (made by Florence Devedjian), peas and carrots, and pita bread.  Each table’s centerpiece was a Christmas cake donated by Ron & Millie Asadoorian of Hatboro.  Each table also enjoyed a bowl of fruits.

After this feast came the entertainment. Originally Barbara Benglian and the Upper Darby Choral Group were to sing for us, but since we had to postpone and reschedule they could not attend. Mary Loiselle, along with our choir, did a very capable job of leading us in singing Christmas carols. Charles DeMirjian’s gift to us was a beautiful solo, and Debbie Paulson and Howard S. Garabedian performed several carols on clarinet, accompanied on piano by Mary Loiselle.  The afternoon came to an end with the choir singing Soorp Asdvaz and Pastor Gary giving a benediction.  We all felt the spirit of the season as we took in the music of the season. 

Thanks to all who helped make this a wonderful family gathering.  Thanks to Lucille Tashjian and Rose Garabedian for selling tickets and all who stayed afterwards and helped with the clean up.  We hope to see you all again next year!

—Anna Marie Benlian

BICYCLE MINISTRY

For the past number of years our church members have participated in what could be called an inner-city ministry involving bicycles for children (fondly called Camden’s “bicycle ministry”), and I am happy to report that it is alive and well.  In addition to receiving monetary donations, this involves the ‘glamorous’ process of scouring garages, yard sales and the trash for cast-off bicycles.  Next stop for each bicycle is refurbishing at New Covenant Ministry in Cherry Hill (NJ) run by Tommy Williams and Jack Ryan in the basement of their business, Trinity Graphics. Tommy, who is literally on fire with the Lord’s work, gave me the full tour of the workshop where, even in early November, more bikes were ready than many bicycle shops stock.  

This past year, I managed to rescue four bikes from the scrap heap and Lucille Tashjian reported bringing a “few more”.  However, when I arrived at the church one Saturday morning to take them across the bridge, my little pick-up truck wasn’t at all suited to handle the generous accumulation of fourteen units, all stashed in the church’s shed!  After lots of layering and lashing, I was ready to travel, the bikes stacked taller than the passenger cab of the truck!  Inexplicably, not one person found it necessary to tailgate me on the way to New Jersey!  

The results of this activity culminated on Christmas Eve morning when our members assisted in spreading Christ’s word and Christmas joy by distributing them to disadvantaged children in Camden, along with Christian coloring books and other toys—Pastor Gary; Andrew Joyce; Ed and Lara Kaiserian and friends; Don, Danielle and Nicole Uber; Linda, Marin, and Brandon Preske; Margo, Eric and Nadia Silk; Charles and Diane DeMirjian; Karen Bogosian; Alexa Ikeler; Matt Belluardo; John, Ruth (her fifteenth year!) Lisa and David Melian.  Special thanks go to Mae Paulson who, for the second year fifty of her colorful hats were welcomed by very grateful children.  This year, we missed Susan Scarritt who was always active in this ministry.  

We’ve already begun collecting more bikes for next year—so, if you know of a bike languishing in someone’s garage or see one out by the curb, especially those small, easy-to-nab children’s bikes (the preferred model, though all are welcome) please rescue it. Remember, a bicycle is a terrible thing to waste!  

  

—P. John Paulson

DEADLINE for the
MARCH NEWS BULLETIN
—February 15, 2004—

AEYF UPCOMING EVENTS

Senior’s Retreat-February 20-22, 2004

Magog, QU, Canada

(for AEYFers 18 and over)

Junior’s Retreat-March 19-21, 2004

Montreal, QU, Canada

(for AEYFers, ages 12-17)

Interested in attending?  Let Andrew Joyce know.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

On December 24, 2003, many gathered in our sanctuary for our traditional Christmas Eve service.  The sanctuary looked festive, beautifully decorated with poinsettias and a small evergreen tree twinkling with white lights.  For the first time, we could enjoy the beauty of our stained glass windows at night, thanks to the efforts of Marge Bogosian.

The Choir with many extra voices led us in some traditional Christmas carols and also prepared two anthems.  Our youth also participated in the service:  Julia Paulson began the worship service with a Call to Worship and later played her flute;  Michael Kaiserian gave the Invocation.  Youth Pastor, Andrew Joyce, offered the Prayer for Christmas Eve.  Also participating were Jenika, Derek, Caprice and Brielle DeMirjian who passed the light to members of the congregation during the singing of “Silent Night”.  Pastor Gary’s meditation reminded us of the importance of Jesus’ birth.

Following the service, everyone enjoyed greeting those who attended, especially out-of-town families.  Special desserts, hot coffee and mulled cider were set out for all to enjoy.  Many thanks to those who provided the desserts for this fellowship hour.

YOUTH NEWS

The month of December was the kick-off for our weekly Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF) meetings. The youth meet every Wednesday from 7-9 in the social hall.  So far, things are going well.  On the 21st of December the youth had a Christmas party at the DeMirjian’s.  Everyone had a great time. 

In the new year, the youth group will continue the weekly meetings.  One of my goals for the coming year is to get to know each teen in the congregation.  I am in the process of planning some fun and exciting events that will take place in the next few months.  Keep reading the Sunday program for updates. 

     —Andrew Joyce, Youth Director

SANCTUARY DECOR COMMITTEE

Did you notice on the altar and pulpit, the beautiful white Christmastide paraments? The Decor Committee wishes to acknowledge with appreciation the efforts of those whose joint efforts made these possible:   Lucille Tashjian who presented the design, Pauline Karjian who purchased the fabric, Rebecca Karjian who commissioned her friend Nellie Handian to do the embroidery work, and Eileen Stephey who assembled them. Thank you, one and all.
BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS

Luke James Borkowski, son of David and Sylvia (Makoulian) Borkowski, received the sacrament of baptism on Sunday, December 28, 2003.  Witnesses were Haig Makoulian (Sylvia’s brother) and Diane Carbella (David’s sister).  We rejoice with his parents, his grandparents Garith and Eileen Borkowski and Jim and Sona Makoulian, and all the members of Luke’s family.

FROM THE KRIKORIANS

Dear Friends,

Since we last wrote, we have welcomed a new granddaughter, Madelin Bea Hawk.  She is healthy and beautiful.  Thank you for praying for our daughter, Karen, and her husband, Matt, as they adjust to parenthood.


Again we ask prayer for the Chiquitanos.  Five believers are scheduled to study an advanced level of the chronological Bible teaching.  Miguel, the Chiquitano pastor who is writing and recording the chronological teaching of the Bible in Chiquitano, will stay in Santa Cruz with us after the course to work on editing the lessons.  We will need the Lord’s strength as it is very draining to go over this material on the computer.


The Swiss Indian Mission in Ribaralta (the northern part of Bolivia) will work on evaluating the usefulness of the recordings we have in six of the languages in Bolivia.  They have students at their Bible school who are native speakers of these languages and will be able to evaluate them well.  We’ll send them a sample of what we have.  In January, we will go with our supervisor, Curtis Juett, to Ribaralta to get more input on the usefulness of the recordings.  We’ll keep you informed on the progress of those plans.


Thank you so much for your prayers.  

Serge and Marge (taken from email, Oct. 30, 2003)
CHRISTMAS IN LANCASTER

Twenty-seven fun-loving, holiday-spirited people met at church and boarded the Star Tour Bus on December 18, 2003 heading for the Shady Maple Restaurant. When we arrived, we encountered a dazzling smorgasbord of food:  forty-six salad items, eight meats, fourteen vegetables, fifteen cold desserts and pies, and an extensive ice cream sundae bar!  Does this make you wish you were with us?  Needless to say our meal was delicious! Our only regret was that we filled up too quickly. 

Our next stop was the American Music Theater in Lancaster, PA. Our seats were excellent and we enjoyed the special Christmas show with beloved songs, dazzling costumes, beautiful dancers and, of course, an appearance by Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer! We felt the true meaning of Christmas as we heard outstanding singers give beautiful renditions of “The Lord’s Prayer”, “Mary, Did You Know”, and “O Holy Night”.  During intermission, we were surprised and delighted when our church was welcomed via a “mention” on the big screen. Everyone who went recommends the performance for the entire family. 

Thanks go out to Marian Buchakjian for the time and effort she spent planning such an enjoyable trip.  Many folks have requested a return to Lancaster County in the spring to enjoy the countryside.  Those of you who missed this trip, make sure you are included next time!  See you in the spring!



            —Rose Garabedian

WITH THANKS…

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks: 

In loving memory of Eunice Kavjian


Harry & Alice Dorian
Robert Djergaian



John & Lillian Cooper
Robert & Jean Ohnigian

Kay Berberian


In loving memory of Victoria & Khoren Ounjian, Florence Sevag, Lydia & Noury Ounjian 


Eleanor & Peter DiBerardino,  George & Marilyn Ounjian

In loving memory of Ronald Cassel 


Lynne Gulezian
In loving memory of family members 



Florence Brown


To the church


Leon Buchakjian


George & Marilyn Ounjian


Dr. & Mrs. Vahaken Tachdjian


Stephen Stepler & Susan Scarritt


Vahan & Dikranuhi Benglian, Jr. 
FROM PASTOR GARY’S PEN . . . (

You have already heard about the “40 Days of Purpose” campaign our church is participating in beginning Saturday, February 21, 2004 and ending with Celebration Sunday, April 4th.


I am very happy and excited that our church is participating in this campaign! I need you to know that it is a spiritual renewal effort and not a fund raising effort. Its aim is to help us to answer a big question, “What on earth am I here for?” The power of the effort lies in the small groups that meet for six weeks during the “40 Days of Purpose” campaign. These groups, of no more than 10 people, meet for personal sharing and reflection on the reading of Pastor Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose Driven Life. The groups will meet at our church or in homes and will be facilitated by lay- persons acting as hosts and hostesses. 


I will be preaching each Sunday during the campaign on the weekly themes and share as the Spirit leads me, to answer the question, “What on earth am I here for?” The answers are, each of us was…planned for God’s pleasure (worship), formed for God’s family (fellowship), created to become like Christ (discipleship), shaped to serve God (ministry), made for a mission (evangelism). I can hardly wait to preach these themes!!!!


For me, the most important component of this campaign is that it is rooted and centered in prayer. Prayer is what provides the power for the success of this effort. We have set goals for this effort so high that we cannot possibly attain them. We are completely dependant upon God for the results of this effort. To be sure, the leadership will do our best to plan well and implement those plans. The results, the number who participate and how their lives are changed, all belong to God. So all we can do is pray. Pray that God works, moves, creates miracles, excites, and renews all who participate. All we can do is pray that the Holy Spirit is present in a deep and powerful way. We must pray!!


Soon you will receive two things in the mail. One is a credit card sized card for you to carry in your wallet or purse. On this laminated card is a prayer for the “40 Days of Purpose” campaign. Please take it out at least once a day and pray the prayer. Feel free to add your own prayer for the success of the “40 Days of Purpose.” Please begin praying when you get the card and pray each day through out the campaign. The other thing you will receive is a table tent that also includes a prayer for the campaign. Please place it on your table and use it at each meal, during family prayer. Pray it out loud and again feel free to use your own words.


On Saturday, February 7 our church will conduct a daylong prayer vigil for the “40 Days of Purpose” spiritual renewal campaign. The plan is for each of us to sign up for a twenty-minute segment of the day and as a community spend 10 hours in prayer. I will prepare a resource for each of us to use. If you want to come to the church you can do that or if you are more comfortable you can stay at home. I assure you, it makes no difference to God. Look for the Prayer Vigil sign up at the Command Central.


I believe that we have an opportunity to really see what God can do with people who give their lives over to the possibility of being changed. Will you pray and keep praying that God touches the hearts of each of us? Will you pray?

Pastor Gary
A Prayer for the New Year


Just one thing, O Master, I ask today,


Now that the old year has passed away,


And a promising new year, through grace of Thine,


With all the dreams of youth is mine –


Just one thing I ask as I onward go,


That I’ll walk with Thee – not fast, nor slow;


One thing I ask, and nothing more,


Not to linger behind nor run before,


O Master! This is my only plea –


Take hold of my life and pilot me.


- Windsor Road Christian Church


Champaign, IL
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