FROM PASTOR GARY’S PEN . . . (

I am so glad that Easter is soon upon us. I am ready for some unbelievably good news! I am so tired of the bad news that the world seems to serve up continually. You know what I am talking about, so I will not bother to list the bad news.


The power of Easter for me is that it is extremely good news in the midst of everything else in life. And it is unique and powerful good news! First there is the empty tomb. What was done and over with, suddenly now is not done and over with. There is more yet to come! The rules that I arrange and order my life around are dismissed because of the empty tomb and the cast-aside 
burial clothes. I have felt “done-in” in the past. And others have accounted me as “done with and gone and good riddance.” In the Easter world, there is no such thing as “done-in” or “over with” because there is always a new day. There is not one horrible event, not one horrible circumstance, not one horrible person that cannot be changed by Easter. Easter means that there is always hope! If I allow it, the present living Spirit that I claim will act on my life in ways I cannot imagine. The good news of Easter is that there is always hope; there is always hope for me.


Easter is also about power! Easter means that Christ in Spirit is present to us and for us through each moment of each day. We celebrate a living God! Because God lives and acts and moves, there is nothing that is impossible. Nothing!! Because God lives in the resurrected Spirit of Jesus Christ, maybe I will be able to live the centered, peaceful life I want. Maybe I could be a little more transformed, and be more loving and accepting than I am now. Maybe I could be less judgmental. Maybe I could more fully practice what I preach and work much harder for those of our culture who are pushed to the margins. Easter is about our living, loving God in our midst, and in God I really do believe all things are possible.


For me, Easter is also about comfort! Jesus uttered a very significant word when He appeared to his disciples and others that first Easter dawn. Frequently He said, “Fear not.” He spoke these words into the hearts of fearful and sorrowful followers. “Do not be afraid,” He said, “because I will always be with you.” The living, loving God is present to me and thus provides a firm place to stand upon as I journey through a life that brings its fair share of fear. If I allow it, I just may be comforted!


I am so ready for the hope, power, and comfort of Easter! How about you?
Pastor Gary

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��My whoops…needs to be a hyphenated word “cast-aside”.





