SENIOR FELLOWSHIP

If you did not attend our last Senior’s gathering, you missed a very interesting and entertaining musical program presented by the multi-faceted singer and instrumentalist, Karen MacKay.  


During our gatherings, we rarely have a special program—just a casual luncheon enjoyed by some lifetime friends.  Our choir director, who is a friend of Miss MacKay, arranged this program. Sadly, only twenty
 people were present because of the inclement weather conditions.


Miss MacKay is a product of the West Virginia hills.  Interspersed through her music, she gives an account of the customs, associations and activities which sparked her love of music and its presentation.  On display for us were all the instruments she is adept at playing.  These were very old and very simple, but we learned that each had an interesting background and method of playing.


Miss McKay began her program for us by playing some Irish tunes on an old banjo in honor of St. Patrick’s Day.  One could almost visualize the Irish jig which would accompany this music.  There followed music by Stephen Foster and some hymns, each one played using different instruments—guitar, dulcimer, fiddle and autoharp.  The hour-long program ended with God Bless America,  in which we all took part.  Everyone enjoyed themselves.


It was time for lunch:  lasagna and salad with cheesecake for dessert.  What a delicious menu!  When you consider that these foods were transported and then carried into church despite the awful weather of that day, many thanks were due to our “chefs”: Lucille Tashjian and Diane DeMirjian, with a helping hand from Marian Buchakjian.  In making these preparations, we sadly remembered George Hagopian, who always helped and enjoyed serving these luncheons.  We miss him and his cheerful disposition.


Join us for our next meeting on April 21.

—Araxie Hagopian

FOOD FOR OUR UNFED NEIGHBORS


“I was hungry and you gave me food.” Matthew 25:35


The Missions Committee is launching a food drive in April. A recent article in the Inquirer was headlined, “Hunger knows no calendar,” citing the fact that most food banks are in short supply after the rush of giving during any holiday season.


Pastor Gary has challenged us to fill his pick-up truck with grocery bags of food. Let’s meet his challenge and fill it to overflowing! Non-perishable only, please. For suggestions, see the poster in the Narthex. Monetary donations are also welcome.


How beautifully this coincides with the spirit of 40 Days of Purpose!

WOMEN SAINTS DAY

 The Women’s Guild of Holy Trinity Armenian Church invited all the women of the five Philadelphia Armenian churches to join them in commemorating the Saintly Women of the Armenian Church on March 23, 2004 
at their church hall.

The day started with a service of worship that we all participated in.  Merle Santerian read a biography of Sahagtookhd of Siunik (675 – 736 A.D.), a saintly medieval Armenian woman writer whose name has been preserved in history.  Coming from a priestly family of bishops and theologians of the Armenian church she devoted her life to a solitary devotional existence making her talents available to others for education of the children and for the benefit of the church.  She had a strong background in music and composed hymns and melodies and wrote beautiful poetry. Sahagtookhd spent her entire life in the valley of Garni in a cave; when she died she was buried there; the site became a place of pilgrimage and health cures, as her fine reputation had spread all over Armenia.  

Rev. Fr. Tateos Abdalian, Pastor of Holy Trinity AAC, gave us a message from Luke, stating that Jesus appointed twelve, plus seventy common and ordinary men, 
to go out and spread His word.  He charged us with the words of Christ to become like them and the saintly women of Armenia.  He said we should close our cookbooks, open our Bibles, learn how to pray and make prayer an important part of our lives as we reach out to others. 

A delicious Lenten luncheon was served to all.  We thank our friends at Holy Trinity for a delightful afternoon. 


       - Ruth Melian
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The congregation met in the Social Hall after the church service where everyone enjoyed a “hoagie” lunch organized, as usual, by John and Florence Devedjian, for whom we are always grateful.

Marian Buchakjian, our Moderator, called the meeting to order and the minutes from our previous meeting were read by the clerk and approved.

Since there were no questions about the annual reports, they were quickly approved.

Charles DeMirjian, who tendered his resignation as chairman of the Pastoral Search Committee, was recognized for his tireless efforts over the past three and a half years in leading the search for a church pastor. Members of his committee talked on his behalf and praised him for the level of effort and preparation he made in this endeavor. Charles has also been instrumental in providing two past ministers for our church. His labor of love for our church and for our congregation is ever-present.

From our Missions and Outreach Committee (Diane DeMirjian, chair)
 was an announcement that the major missions thrust 
this year would be “at home” instead of Armenia.  Vicken Keshishian explained that members of our church, together with members of the Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus (NJ) and others with building skills or just simple dedication to the task, will spend a week in Rhode Island restoring the home of the Rev. and Mrs. Hagop Manjelikian.  Rev. Manjelikian, a month after being ordained by the AEUNA, suffered a serious stroke.  Monetary donations for the project are also being solicited.

Pastor Gary Schongalla-Bowman talked warmly and kindly to the congregation, thanking them for their caring and understanding nature as various changes are implemented. He said that
we are now staffed for growth with our new church secretary, and youth director, along with our (super-duper) music director who has provided uplifting music for our worship services. 
It is also time, he said, to renew our Vision Statement to see where we, as a congregation, stand in fulfilling that vision.

John Hamill, co-chair of the Trustees asked for two considerations for the 2004 budget – one request was approved and the second request was tabled for the present time.

During the joys and concerns portion, Charles DeMirjian thanked the congregation and members of his committee for their kind words expressed on his behalf as chair of the Search Committee. He thanked the leadership of both Boards, Harry Stephey and Marge Bogosian.

Debbie Paulson, R.N., suggested purchasing a defibrillator for the church. We have three professionals in the church who can operate it. The machine is flawless and easy to teach others how to use. This suggestion will be directed to the Trustees.

Our Moderator shared a number of church and church building concerns with the congregation.  These include each person taking serious responsibility for the church property.  Hopefully, general awareness of these concerns will resolve some of the issues.

Prior to adjourning we sang 
Happy Birthday to Rocky Caruso who turned 79 and to John Melian who turned 71 years of age.

Our meeting ended with the formation of the friendship circle and the singing of Blest Be the Tie.

-Grace Ohnigian, Clerk
MUSIC MINISTRY

On Easter Sunday, you are invited to sing with the choir in its annual performance of Handel’s "Hallelujah" chorus, from Messiah. Rehearsals will take place on Thursday, April 8, 2004 after the Maundy Thursday service, and on Easter Sunday before worship. Please contact Mary Loiselle if you would like to participate.


40 DAYS OF PURPOSE

If you are hiding under a rock at AMCC, you might not have heard about the 40 Days of Purpose program that 140 of our church members and friends are participating in. It is based on the book by Pastor Rick Warren called The Purpose Driven Life, which has been on the New York Times bestseller list for fifty-nine weeks.

The six-week sessions, which take place in small group settings, answer the question, “What on earth am I here for?”  We have fourteen groups meeting on different days and at different times, in homes and in the church. After a week of reading a section of the book, the group meets, listens to a twenty-minute video by Pastor Warren, and then studies and discusses the topic, led by a facilitator. We have just finished our third purpose – “You Were Created to Become Like Christ.”

I have heard many encouraging words from so many who are participating in the program. Many feel we should have read this book many years ago. It helps you create a closer relationship with your Lord and makes you more aware of living to please Him.

The Worship Committee and Pastor Gary have done a wonderful job in integrating each week’s message into the service, through music, drama, and the sermon. Coming up: March 28th is Mission Sunday, and after church we will have speakers on the various opportunities you have to serve the needs of others. April 4th, the last Sunday of the program, is called Celebration Sunday. We will have a light luncheon after church, and hear personal testimonies about what the 40 Days of Purpose meant. It will be our party to celebrate what God has done among us through this program.

-Ruth Melian, Campaign Director
YOUTH MINISTRY

March 
has been the best month yet in getting to know the church youth and working with them.  The number of youth coming to our weekly Wednesday-night meetings has increased, with new youth starting to be regulars.  On the Sundays of Lent, the youth have had special meetings during the Sunday School hour and have explored the same themes as the rest of the church during the 40 Days of Purpose 
program.


During the weekend of March 19-21, 2004, a vanload of people from AMCC 
attended the AEYF Juniors’ Retreat in Laval (Montreal), QUE, Canada.  Seven AEYFers (including a number of first-timers) represented our group, including:  Michelle Stephenson, Danielle Uber, Michael Kaiserian, Paul Jr. 
and Alex Doghramji, Allison Silverman and Lara Kaiserian.  The speaker for the weekend was the Rev. Greg Haroutunian and the theme was “Creation vs. Evolution.”  Rev. Haroutunian’s Sunday message seemed to help give extra direction when thinking about this debate.


The entire youth group had a great time getting to know one anther better and in meeting new friends from the other east-coast churches.  Special thanks to Vicken Keshishian, our youth ministry supporter and the one who drove us all the way up to Laval and back safely.


April should be another exciting month!  Stay tuned!                                      —Andrew Joyce, Youth Pastor
CONGRATULATIONS. . .

( to the newest members of our church: Pat Arcaro and Denise VanRoy, on March 21, 2004 during the worship service.

SHOKHAKEN 
FOLK ENSEMBLE

"The Shokhaken Folk Ensemble of Armenia" will be performing at The Annenberg Center on May 8th, 2004, at 8 p.m.

     Founded in 1991 in Yerevan by dudukist Gevorg Dabaghyan, The Shokhaken Ensemble features eight top Armenian instrumentalists with an extraordinary ancient repertoire of exhilarating dances, haunting love songs, and lullabies from the villages of historic Armenia.
Cost: $32 Front Orchestra,  $26 Back Orchestra

For more information: 215-898-3900 OR www.pennpresents.org.  Tickets can also be ordered through the Women's Guild of St. Sahag & St Mesrob Armenian Church.
“GETTING TO KNOW YOU”


We are so grateful to have two new members join our church 
on March 21, 2004. One of our members is Patricia Arcaro.


Pat was born on the Main Line. She attended the Grier School for Girls in her earlier years, graduated from Penn State University in 1960 and completed further graduate studies at Pepperdine University. She also received a PhD in Medieval History from U.C.L.A.


Enjoying retirement, Pat keeps busy researching the Knights Templar and is presently composing an Italian Cookbook comprised of her family’s favorite recipes, along with some history of her ancestors.


One of her favorite activities is traveling; she has been to five continents. She is able to speak French and Italian fluently and also reads Greek, Latin 
and Russian.


Pat has two sons, Martin and David. David is a landscape architect in Israel and Martin is currently doing his post-doctorate studies in Terrorism and Hostage Negotiation, working for the United Nations and State Department.


Other great interests of her life are opera and ballet. She is a member of Opera Divas of the Opera Company of Philadelphia, the Guild of the Metropolitan Opera and the Guild 
of the New York City Ballet.


We must not forget to thank Eileen and Harry Stephey for introducing Pat to our congregation. We would also like to thank Pat for her participation in our choir and for sharing her acting talents in the skits which were part of the 40 Days of Purpose campaign.                           - Debra Paulson
THANK YOU!

Our appreciation and thanks to Pastor Gary and the congregation for the compassion, support, kindness, and cards received during this difficult time. God bless 
you all!                 - The family of George Hagopian
I would like to extend a special thank you to everyone for their prayers, cards, telephone calls, and visits while I was hospitalized. Your kindness was appreciated.                                               -James Makoulian
DR. 
CHOPOURIAN HONORED 

The News Bulletin wishes to acknowledge the following members of the “SANE” Breakfast Group for their collective contribution in honor of the Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian’s 90th birthday. A contribution of $500 was sent to the Armenian Missionary Association of America for the education of underprivileged children in the Middle East
.


Mr. Harry Andonian


Mr. John Arslanian


Mr. Ara Bouloutian


Mr. Charles DeMirjian


Dr. Hagop DerKrikorian


The Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji


Mr. Mihran Elanjian


Mr. Viken Evereklian


Dr. Garo Garibian


The Rev. Hovhannes Karjian


Dr. Edward Kavjian


Mr. Vicken Keshishian


Mr. Charles Kistler


Mr. James Makoulian


Mr. Paul Oflazian


Mr. Jean Sarkisian


Mr. Joseph Vosbikian
WITH THANKS…

To strengthen the ministry of our church and to help nurture faith, stewardship and a deeper sense of mission, we welcome the following gifts with thanks: 

In loving memory of Hrant Sahelian


Grace Ohnigian

Mae Paulson

John & Cynthia Hamill

In celebration of Rev. & Mrs. Chopourian’s 90th birthdays


Grace Ohnigian


Charles & Diane DeMirjian

In loving memory of George Kertmenian


Marjorie Kertmenian

To the church


Paul Paulson

In honor of Denise VanRoy & Patricia Arcaro


Harry & Eileen Stephey

In loving memory of Artie Malian


John & Cynthia Hamill

GEORGE
 HAGOPIAN
George Noubar Hagopian was born on February 9, 1921, in Russia to Victoria and Hagop Hagopian.  The family came to the United States when George was an infant and settled in Philadelphia.  George graduated from West Philadelphia High School in 1939 and served in the U.S. Air Force as a flight engineer until 1945.  Later he earned a private pilot’s license.


George’s profession was photoengraving and he worked at the Philadelphia Bulletin for thirty-five years until the newspaper stopped publication in 1982.


The Bulletin’s loss was Armenian Martyrs’ gain!  During his retirement, George spent many hours in the church office, coaxing the machine to work properly so that the church publications could be printed with a professional look and then sent on time.  George also became the font of all kinds of information and the “go to” person if anyone needed to check on information.  The Senior Fellowship group also enjoyed George’s generosity at their monthly meetings and he arranged for many of the luncheon menus.


George died suddenly on February 21, 2004, after leaving his niece’s wedding reception.  His funeral was held in our church on February 28, 2004, during which family and friends and pastors remembered George’s thoughtful, gentle and caring ways.


George is survived by his daughters Audrey (John) Knall of Chesapeake (VA) and Laura (Les) Button of Big Flats (NY); grandchildren Emily, Neil and Alan Button; sisters Florence (Harry) Samuelian of Van Nuys (CA), Rose Snyder of Springfield (PA), and brother Edward R. Hagopian, M.D. of Wilmington (DE) and their families—each of whom were dear to George.  The family requests that donations in lieu of flowers be sent to Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church.


The following donations have been gratefully received in George’s memory
:

John & Marjorie Bogosian
Douglas Boyd

Ed & Marian Buchakjian
Rocky Caruso

Albert & Marjorie Chaney

Charles & Diane DeMirjian

John & Florence Devedjian

Edward & Anne Dunn

Elaine Farashian

Howard & Rose Garabedian

Howard S. Garabedian

Rev. Dr. Eugene & Dorothy Grau

James & Elaine Gulezian

John & Florence Gulezian

Edward Hagopian

John & Cynthia Hamill

Mardie Juskalian

Jerry Jemelyan

Rose Kahenza


Edward & Carol Kaiserian

Richard & Virginia Kashishian


Edward & Grace Kavjian

Vicken & Jeannette Keshishian


Audrey Knall


Anna Mason

John & Ruth Melian

Set & Joan Momjian


F. James Mukhalian


Grace Ohnigian


Mae Paulson


Paul Paulson

Harry & Florence Samuelian

Robert Samuelian

Rose Snyder

W. Arthur & Mary Snyder

Harry & Eileen Stephey

Verage & Seda Tarzian

Jack & Lucille Tashjian

Haig Torigian

A heart full of love always has something to give.

DEADLINE  for the


MAY NEWS BULLETIN


--April 15, 2004 --








The Armenian Inter-Communal Committee of Phila.


cordially invites the Armenian Community


to the


89th COMMEMORATION SERVICE


of the


ARMENIAN GENOCIDE


St. Gregory the Illuminator


Armenian Apostolic Church


Saturday, April 24, 2004


at 6:30 PM


Guest Speaker:


Alfred G. Mueller II


Assistant Professor, Penn State University


Prayer service at the “Khatchkar”


followed by refreshments. 


 All are invited.








MAUNDY THURSDAY


DINNER & COMMUNION SERVICE


Thursday, April 8, 2004


At 7 PM in the Social Hall


Reservations:


Diane DeMirjian (610) 565-1834








Sunday, April 25, 2004


ARMENIAN MARTYRS’ DAY


COMMEMORATION in TIMES SQUARE


Special seating at Times Square. Buses leave from Ss. Sahag & Mesrob Church and Cherry Hill Mall.


Reservations: Rose Garabedian (856-854-1967)
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